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The Good News
Diocese creates new second collection to benefit
diocesan priests retirement fund
In order to adequately provide for the retirement
needs of all diocesan priests, The Diocese of Kalamazoo will ask all parishes to conduct a second collection on March 1st and 2nd. Monies collected through
the “Diocesan Priests Retirement Collection” will
directly benefit the Bishop Paul V. Donovan Good
Shepherd Fund and be used to fill a significant gap in
priests’ retirement.
“Many faithful priests are left with minimal income upon retirement,” remarked Michael Emmons,
diocesan Chancellor and General Administrator.
“They participate in the Social Security program, but
since they receive modest salaries during their many
years of ministry, their monthly Social Security benefits are much smaller than those typically received by
retired lay people.”
Retired priests of the Diocese of Kalamazoo
currently receive a small pension which they use for
basic needs such as food, housing and transportation.
Diocesan priests live independently during their
retirement, unlike priests of religious communities
who live together during their senior years and are
cared for by their religious institutes.
As is the case with many companies and institu-

Senior priest Fr. Don Klingler (left) hears confessions at
Newman’s Bookshoppe in Kalamazoo. Fr. Klingler is one
of many active retired priests in the diocese.
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tions with pension plans in today’s world, the diocesan priests’ retirement program is not fully funded.
The Diocesan Priest Retirement Collection has
been approved by Bishop Bradley to be conducted in
the diocese for five consecutive years. A small portion
of the collection will also give some immediate relief
to current retired priests who have not received a raise
in their pension for five years.
“By building the diocesan priests retirement fund
we will ensure adequate retirement and health coverage in the years ahead for those who have served the
Diocese of Kalamazoo with their priestly ministry,”
said Emmons.
This Diocesan Priest Retirement Collection is
separate from the annual national collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious, which supports retired
priests, brothers and sisters of religious orders and
institutes across America. All monies collected this
March will directly benefit priests of the Diocese of
Kalamazoo.
For additional information please contact
Jeffrey Phelan, Chief Financial Officer,
Diocese of Kalamazoo, 269-903-0191.

Bishop Bradley to celebrate Mass and Anointing
of the Sick at Borgess on February 10
Each year the Church celebrates the World Day
of Prayer for the Sick to recognize those suffering
from illness and their caregivers. Many parishes embrace the sick and suffering by celebrating the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick on the World Day
of the Sick. Bishop Bradley will celebrate this sacrament during Mass at Borgess Hospital, Lawrence Education Center Auditorium (1521 Gull Road), at noon
on February 10th. All are welcome to attend. Any person with a physical or mental illness, or who is facing
surgery, is encouraged to receive the sacrament.
In his message for the 2014 World Day of the
Sick, Pope Francis writes, “The Church recognizes in
you, the sick, a special presence of the suffering
Christ. It is true. At the side of — and indeed within
— our suffering, is the suffering of Christ; he bears its
burden with us and he reveals its meaning. When the
Son of God mounted the cross, he destroyed the solitude of suffering and illuminated its darkness.”

INSIDE NEWS

Bishop Paul J. Bradley anoints a Mass participant at the
2013 World Day of Prayer for the Sick Mass held at
Lawrence Education Center, Borgess Hospital, Kalamazoo.

By Kimberley Beaubien
The 2014 Diocesan Youth Rally, “Be Amazed” celebrates the
fact that God is with us throughout our journey in life. With nearly
350 attending the youth rally last year, this year’s event, to be held
on Saturday, March 22, has expanded to a new venue, Northwestern
Middle School (176 Limit Street, Battle Creek, MI 49037).
Youth will find inspiration and humor in this year’s keynote
speaker, Jackie Francois, a full-time traveling speaker, singer/songwriter, and worship leader from Orange County, Calif. She has been
involved in youth ministry since she graduated high school and travels the world speaking to young people about God’s love. She was
one of the keynote speakers at the most recent National Catholic
Youth Conference held last November in Indianapolis.
Francois has been singing nearly her whole life. After her debut
album, “Your Kingdom is Glorious,” was released t in 2008, she
continued to cultivate her talents and gifts as a songwriter, worship
leader and speaker. Her most recent release, “Divine Comedy,” is described on her website as “showcase(ing) her evolving musical talent
and is a true celebration of life with songs of joy and tenderness.”
More information about Francois and her ministry may be found on
www.spiritandsong.com.
Registration forms for the Youth Rally can be found on the
diocesan website, www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org. The early bird
registration deadline is March 5, 2014. Sponsorship opportunities are available. If you are interested in volunteering, or for
any additional information, contact Tim McNamara,
(269) 903-0139 or tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

From the Editor
By Victoria Cessna
Communication Director & Editor of The Good News

Sounds of Silence
Then the Lord said, “Go outside and stand on the
mountain before the Lord; the Lord will be passing by.” A strong
and heavy wind was rending the mountains and crushing rocks
before the Lord — but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind
there was an earthquake—but the Lord was not in the earthquake.
After the earthquake there was fire — but the Lord was not in the
fire. After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound.”
[1 Kings 19:11]
During these days of historically frigid temperatures and dramatic
storms I feel a bit like Elijah — looking for God in the dramatic. Feeling
a bit dejected at the seemingly endless gray skies, I’m childishly impatient with the force of nature lately and find myself thinking, “yeah, God,
I get it — you’re in charge.”
But like Elijah mentioned in the scripture story above who was waiting and looking for God in the winds, earthquakes and fires, I’m surprised to learn that God’s not trying to get my attention with dramatic
intervention but rather is waiting to speak to me in the silence of my
heart — with a whisper.
Slowing down during these winter days is the easy part — we almost have no choice with school closings and dire driving conditions.
It’s embracing silence that’s a bit trickier. But as my wise mother says,
incredulous at most people’s need to always be “plugged in,” “how can
we hear what God’s saying to us if we’re never quiet?”
One of my favorite moments during my Sunday school class is when
I’m seated on the floor with my bright-eyed four-year-olds and we sing a
little Bible verse song (complete with hand motions) as we prepare to
hear a story from the Bible. “Be still. And know. That I am God.”
Lately I’ve been embracing the stillness more — trying to be more
at ease with slowing down and listening. Sunday mornings I’ll curl up
with my coffee, basking in a quiet still-sleeping household, and have my
own coffee-klatch with God. Sometimes I’ll let Him speak to me as I
catch up on my “Gospels in a Year” emails that flood my in-box through
the week, or I’ll linger on a particular passage in whatever spiritual book
I’m reading (right now it’s The Catholic Perspective on Paul by Taylor
Marshall.)
I like to think I’m taking Pope Francis’ advice as he writes in his recent letter, Joy of the Gospel, “Thanks solely to this encounter—or renewed encounter — with God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching
friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption.”
I can certainly use all the liberation I can get and what a bonus to get a
renewed friendship along the way.

Pope Francis February Intentions
Elders. That the Church and society may
respect the wisdom and experience of older
people.
Collaboration in Evangelization.
That priests, religious, and lay people may
work together with generosity.
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Patricia (Pat) Burnett, a parishioner of St. Ann Parish, Augusta, has
been appointed Ecclesiastical Notary and Executive Assistant to the
Diocesan Tribunal, a position formerly held by Monica Zehner. Pat
previously served as the part-time Associate Accounting Clerk in the
diocesan business office. She earned her Bachelor’s in Business
Administration from Davenport University and has more than
25 years of business and office-management related experience. Pat reports to Msgr.
Thomas Martin, Vicar for Canonical Concerns and Director of the Tribunal Office for the
diocese. In her role Pat will assist the Judicial Vicar and Tribunal officials in all aspects of the efficient operation of the Diocesan Tribunal. Pat may be reached at pburnett@dioceseofkalamazoo.org; 269-903-0215.
Bishop Paul J. Bradley announced the appointment of Socorro Truchan as Associate
Director, Parish Life and Lay Leadership (Domestic Church). Socorro reports directly to
Deacon Kurt Lucas, Executive Director. She previously served as Coordinator for
Marriage, Family and Pro-Life in the Archdiocese of Detroit for three years; and as the
Administrative Assistant to Bishop Daniel Flores for three years. She is fluent in both
English and Spanish and received a BS degree from Purdue University in Administration.
Her work experience includes key positions for the Automotive Industry and various
Catholic and Public School Systems as well as many years of parish-based and diocesan
ministry. She may be reached at struchan@dioceseofkalamazoo.org; 269-903-0199.

Green Bay priest appointed Bishop of Marquette
Pope Francis appointed Father
John F. Doerfler currently
serving as vicar general of the
Diocese of Green Bay, as the
thirteenth bishop of the Diocese
of Marquette.
Bishop elect Doerfler will be
ordained and installed as bishop
in St. Peter Cathedral in Marquette on February 11,
2014. He succeeds Archbishop Alexander Sample,
who was installed as archbishop of Portland in Oregon on April 2, 2013, after serving as bishop of Marquette for seven years.

Father Doerfler was born on November 2, 1964
in Appleton, Wisc., and graduated from Appleton
West High School in 1983. He earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and classics from the College of
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. He then became a
seminarian at Gregorian University in Rome, where
he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in sacred theology. He was ordained to the priesthood on July 13,
1991. He received his licentiate in canon law at The
Catholic University of America and his licentiate in
sacred theology from John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the Family. He went on to earn his doctorate
in sacred theology from the same institute in 2008.

Diocese responds to Vatican’s call for input
Synod of Bishops to address pastoral challenges to the family
The Synod of Bishops is preparing for an Extraordinary General Assembly, convened by Pope
Francis from October 5-19, 2014 on the theme “The
pastoral challenges of the family in the context of
evangelization.” The purpose of the Extraordinary
General Assembly, and the preparatory work going on
now, is intended to ascertain the current status of the
theme. A second Ordinary General Assembly scheduled for 2015 will then aim at finding ways to address
these pastoral challenges.
Archbishop Bruno Forte, special secretary of the
Third Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod
of Bishops said that the Synod “is not, therefore, a
matter of debating doctrinal questions, which have in
any case been clarified by the Magisterium recently
… the invitation deriving from this for all the Church
is to listen to the problems and expectations of many
families today, manifesting her closeness and credibly
proposing God's mercy and the beauty of responding
to His call.”

Each diocese has contributed to the preparatory
work for the Synod by answering a series of questions
released last November. The Diocese of Kalamazoo
submitted its response to the USCCB in the form of a
26-page document which includes the input of clergy,
parish ministry staffs and the Diocesan Pastoral
Council .
Overall, it was noted that much more work needs
to be done in the area of catechesis to effectively communicate the Church’s teachings on marriage and
family life, to strengthen our families and to reach out
to those not participating in the life of the Church.
The diocesan report also noted that many observe a
stronger sense of family, and sharing the faith as a
family, among the Hispanic/Latino population.
Questions about the Extraordinary General
Assembly, or our diocese’s preparatory contributions may directed to Deacon Kurt Lucas
(269) 903-0183 or Jamin Herold (269) 903-0141.

Memoriam
Catholic Press
Association

www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org
Mission Statement of The Good News: The Good News is the official newspaper of the Catholic Diocese
of Kalamazoo. The Bishop of Kalamazoo is the publisher and president. The Good News is an extension in
the print medium of the teaching authority of the Bishop. Therefore, it must always and at all times present
Catholic teaching in an orthodox, authentic and balanced manner. Its mission and goals proceed from this
fundamental reality.
The mission of The Good News, therefore, is to enable its readers to grow in their Catholic faith, to
develop as mature, well informed Catholics and to deepen their commitment to, and relationship with,
the Lord, their Catholic faith and their Church.

Sister Gabrielle Henning, CSJ, age 99, entered eternal life last month. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held at Holy Family Chapel in Kalamazoo . She received the name
Sister Gabrielle at her reception on January 8, 1934, pronounced first vows on January 7,
1936, and final vows on January 9, 1939.
Sister Gabrielle earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Piano from Nazareth College, a
Master of Arts degree in Education from the Catholic University of America, and a Doctorate in Education from Michigan State University. She pursued additional courses in
Music Theory and Piano at the American Conservatory of Music. She began her ministry
as a music teacher at Barbour Hall and Nazareth Academy and then she became a full-time faculty member at
Nazareth College in the departments of Music and Education, a position which she enjoyed for 44 years.
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The Bishop’s Perspective

La Perspectiva del Obispo

“Ordinary Joy”

“La Alegría Ordinaria”

February is chronologically the shortest month of the year. Even in Leap
Years (which 2014 is not) February is only longer by one day. And yet, since it
comes in the depths of the winter season, this month can feel interminable. At
least in January there are the leftovers of the Christmas, New Years and
Epiphany celebrations to keep our life interesting and busy. Even though this has
been a snowier and colder winter than the past several, in January we can be excited about
playing in the snow, going skiing or looking at the beauty of the winter scenes outside as we
sit by the fireplace and listen to our favorite music or watch TV. But February is a different
story. This seems to be the month when winter just feels oppressive; the novelty of seeing
beautiful snow scenes is replaced by the annoyance of the mounds of plowed snow with no
place else to put it. Except for the excitement of the Super Bowl at the beginning of the
month and Valentine’s Day in mid-month, there is not much else to distract us from the long
winter days and nights of this shortest, but still longest feeling, month of the year.

Febrero es cronológicamente el mes más corto del año. Incluso en los años bisiestos (el 2014 no lo es) febrero es sólo más largo por un día. Y, sin embargo, como
llega en lo más crudo de la temporada de invierno, este mes puede sentirse como si
fuera interminable. Por lo menos en enero están las “sobras” de las celebraciones de
Navidad, Año Nuevo y Epifania para mantener nuestra vida interesante y ocupada. A
pesar de que este ha sido un invierno de más nieve y más frío que otros, en enero podemos estar
emocionados por jugar en la nieve, ir a esquiar o mirar la belleza de las escenas invernales
afuera mientras nos sentamos junto a la chimenea y escuchamos nuestra música favorita o miramos la televisión. Pero febrero es una historia diferente. Este parece ser el mes cuando el invierno simplemente se siente opresivo; la novedad de ver hermosas escenas de nieve se sustituye
por el disgusto de los montículos de nieve sin ningún otro lugar para ponerlos. A excepción de la
emoción del Súper Bowl a principios de mes y el día de San Valentín, a mediados de mes, no
hay mucho más para distraernos de los largos días y noches de este, el mes mas corto pero que
se siente como el mes mas largo del año.

On top of that, in our Liturgical life, we have returned to the Ordinary Time of the year.
Advent, Christmas/Epiphany, Lent/Easter — celebrate special times in the Life of Christ,
and account for a little more than a third of the entire year. The Ordinary Time of the Year,
which began after the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (this year on January 19th), lasts
until Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent, which this year begins on March 5th; and
then resumes following the Easter seasons, on June 9th and lasts until November 29th, when
Advent starts and a new Church Year begins anew.

Además de eso, en nuestra vida litúrgica, hemos vuelto al tiempo ordinario del año. Los
tiempos litúrgicos “especiales” del año Eclesial — Adviento, Navidad / Epifanía, Cuaresma/Pascua — celebran momentos “especiales” en la vida de Cristo, y representan un poco más de la
tercera parte del año. El Tiempo Ordinario del Año, que comenzó justo después de la fiesta del
Bautismo del Señor (este año el 19 de enero), se prolonga hasta el Miércoles de Ceniza, comienzo de la Cuaresma, que este año es un poco tarde, el 5 de marzo, y luego, siguiendo las temporadas de Cuaresma/Pascua, comienza de nuevo el tiempo ordinario el 9 de junio y dura hasta
el 29 de noviembre, cuando comienza el Adviento y todo un nuevo año Eclesial comienza nuevamente.

Ordinary Time allows us to reflect on the entire and “ordinary” life and ministry of
Christ. Nothing, of course, about the life and ministry of Jesus is “ordinary”; yet, during Ordinary Time, we focus on the day-in and day-out mystery of Christ: His life, miracles and
teachings as recorded in the four Gospel accounts of Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
And we can speculate and meditate on the ordinary things that Jesus did in His life on earth:
that He was raised in a family — indeed, a “holy” family, but in a family setting just like
families in which most of us are blessed to be raised; that Jesus’ parents worried about Him,
and even became frantic when He was “lost” in the temple on their journey from Jerusalem
back home to Nazareth; that during His formative years and His “hidden life,” Jesus “grew
in wisdom, age and grace before God and men.” (Luke 2:52) This was all part of the ordinary time of Jesus’ life and ministry.
Sometimes we use that word, ordinary, in a pejorative manner. In part, that may be the
result of the commercialization of our society, which constantly sends the message that
everything we have, buy, and are needs to be extraordinary, new, shiny, bigger, better, faster
— more super, than anything, or anyone, else. Ordinary is passé; we have to be extraordinary. And yet, we live most of our lives in the ordinariness of our lives, going to school or
work, fulfilling our daily responsibilities, and doing what we need to do. Just as Jesus did,
we too “grow in wisdom, age and grace” in the ordinary experiences of life; we experience
blessings in the ordinary; we sometimes endure sorrow, but we also find true and lasting joy
in the ordinary. And so it makes sense that when we come to Church to celebrate the Eucharist as the regular (dare we say, ordinary) source and strength of our spiritual lives, that
nearly two-thirds of the Liturgical Year is Ordinary Time.
“Joy” is a great word. It’s a different word than “happiness.” We all want to be “happy”;
in fact, one of the three basic rights that our country is founded on is the “right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.” Unfortunately, there are so many definitions as to what happiness means, or what it takes to make a person happy. Some people drive themselves crazy or
make themselves sick pursuing what they think will make them happy — lots of money or
beautiful new possessions — only to find that rather than being happy, there is more of a
sense of disappointment. That may be due to the fact that we look for things or other people
to make us happy. On the other hand, joy flows from inside us; it comes from a deep internal
awareness that we are one with God and that we are being true to our relationship with God,
our neighbor and ourselves. The pursuit of happiness tries to exclude sorrow, sadness, or
difficulties from our life experience; if we have to deal with them, we are unhappy. However
joy embraces both happiness and sorrow as normal (ordinary) aspects of what it means to
live and love in our human experience, and helps us to live life fully and happily in spite of,
and in the midst of, the circumstances we have to face.
Recently our Holy Father, Pope Francis, issued an Apostolic Exhortation entitled
“Evangelii Gaudium,” or “The Joy of the Gospel.” This rather long but extremely insightful
letter flows from the most recent World Synod of Bishops on the New Evangelization held
in October 2012. At the very beginning of the Apostolic Exhortation, Pope Francis states:
“The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness…I
wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization
marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.”
(# 1) And shortly after that, the Pope calls us all to a renewed relationship with Jesus Christ
through a conversion of heart in these words: “I invite all Christians everywhere, at this very
moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting Him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day.” (#3)
Continued on page 4

El tiempo ordinario del año nos permite reflexionar sobre toda vida y ministerio de Cristo.
Nada, por supuesto, sobre el ministerio y vida de Jesús es “ordinario” y, sin embargo, durante el
tiempo ordinario del año, nos enfocamos en el misterio diario de Cristo: Su vida, milagros y enseñanzas como están registrados en los cuatro relatos evangélicos de los Santos Mateo, Marcos,
Lucas y Juan. Y podemos estudiar y meditar en las cosas “ordinarias” que Jesús hizo en su vida
en la tierra: que Él se crió en una familia — de hecho, una familia “santa” , pero en un entorno
familiar al igual que las familias en las que la mayoría de nosotros tenemos la bendición de
haber crecido; que los padres de Jesús se preocuparon por él, e incluso se pusieron frenéticos
cuando se “perdió” en el templo en su viaje de vuelta desde Jerusalén a su casa en Nazaret, que
durante sus años de formación y su “vida oculta” , Jesús “crecía en sabiduría, edad y gracia
ante Dios y ante los hombres”. (Lucas 02:52) todo esto fue parte del tiempo ordinario de la vida
y ministerio de Jesús.
A veces usamos la palabra “ordinario”, de una manera un tanto peyorativa. En parte, eso
puede ser el resultado de la “comercialización” de nuestra sociedad, que constantemente envía el
mensaje de que todo lo que tenemos, compramos, y son necesidades, debe ser “extraordinario”,
“nuevo”, “brilloso“, “más grande, mejor, más rápido — súper“, que nada, o nadie más, que lo
“Ordinario” es cosa del pasado, tenemos que ser extraordinarios. Y, sin embargo, vivimos la
mayor parte de nuestras vidas en la “ordinariedad” de nuestras vidas, yendo a la escuela o al trabajo, cumpliendo con nuestras responsabilidades diarias, y haciendo lo que tenemos que. Así
como lo hizo Jesús, también nosotros “crecemos en la sabiduría, la edad y la gracia” en las experiencias “ordinarias” de la vida; experimentamos bendiciones en lo “ordinario”, a veces soportamos dolor, pero también encontramos verdadera y duradera alegría en lo “ordinario”. Y así, que
tiene sentido que cuando venimos a la iglesia para celebrar la Eucaristía como la fuente regular
(nos atrevemos a decir, ordinaria) y fuerza de nuestra vida espiritual, que casi dos terceras partes
del año litúrgico es Tiempo Ordinario.
“Alegría” es una gran palabra. Es una palabra diferente a “felicidad”. Todos queremos ser
“felices”, de hecho, uno de los tres derechos básicos en el cual nuestro país esta fundado es el
“derecho a la vida, a libertad y a la búsqueda de la felicidad”. Desafortunadamente, hay tantas
definiciones de lo que significa felicidad, o lo que se necesita para que una persona sea feliz. Algunas personas se vuelven locas o se enferman “buscando” lo que piensan los hará felices —
mucho dinero o hermosas nuevas posesiones — sólo para descubrir que en lugar de ser feliz, hay
más un sentimiento de decepción. Eso puede ser debido al hecho de que buscamos cosas u otras
personas que nos hagan felices. Por otro lado, la alegría fluye desde nuestro interior, proviene de
una conciencia interna profunda de que somos uno con Dios y que estamos siendo auténticos en
nuestra relación con Dios, con nuestro prójimo y con nosotros mismos. La búsqueda de la felicidad trata de excluir el dolor, la tristeza, o las dificultades de nuestra experiencia de vida; si tenemos que lidiar con ellas, somos infelices. Sin embargo la alegría abarca tanto a la felicidad como
a la tristeza como aspectos normales (ordinarios) de lo que significa vivir y amar en nuestra experiencia humana, y nos ayuda a vivir en plenitud y con alegría la vida a pesar de, y en medio de
las circunstancias que tenemos que enfrentar.
Recientemente nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa Francisco, emitió una exhortación apostólica titulada “ Evangelii Gaudium“, o “La alegría del Evangelio”. Esta Carta bastante larga pero extremadamente profunda fluye desde el más reciente Sínodo de los Obispos sobre la Nueva
Evangelización que tuvo lugar en octubre del 2012. Bien al principio de la Exhortación Apostólica, el Papa Francisco dice: “La alegría del Evangelio llena el corazón y la vida entera de los
que se encuentran con Jesús. Quienes se dejan salvar por Él son liberados del pecado, de la
tristeza, del vacío interior, del aislamiento. …quiero dirigirme a los fieles cristianos para invitarlos a una nueva etapa evangelizadora marcada por esa alegría, e indicar caminos para la
marcha de la Iglesia en los próximos años. (#1) y más adelante, el Papa nos llama a una relación
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It is very interesting to note that the
Holy Father even gives us some leeway in
that invitation by, in effect, saying that if
we do not currently have a “personal encounter” with Jesus, at least be open to allowing Jesus
to encounter us. Let me ask you: when was the last
time that someone invited you to consider a “personal
encounter with Jesus Christ” — let alone, the Holy
Father himself?
What our Holy Father is teaching us here is that
to experience real, true joy in our lives, we must have
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. And where
do we meet Jesus? Primarily we encounter Him
through, what the Holy Father calls, “The Joy of the
Gospel” (Evangelii Gaudium”). It is through the four
accounts of the Gospel as recorded by Saints
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John that we are introduced
to Jesus Christ, and it is through the reflections on the
Gospel in what we call the Tradition of the Church
that we are able to come to an understanding of and
embrace the “good news” of Jesus’ teachings as articulated in the teachings of the Church. That too is what
leads us to experience joy in our own lives. And when
we experience that joy, which flows from our relationship with Jesus, it becomes evident to others. That is
why the Holy Father very candidly says: “There are
Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter”
(#6); and when speaking about the fact that all Christians are called to be “evangelizers” — those who
share the Joy of the Gospel with others, the Holy Father cautions: “An evangelizer must never look like
someone who has just come back from a funeral.”
(#10)
This wonderful Apostolic Exhortation is well
worth reading for yourselves. You may find a copy on
our diocesan website (www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org)
or the Vatican’s website at www.vatican.va; printed
versions are available as well at Newman’s Catholic
Bookshoppe, or the USCCB publishing office
(www.usccb.org). On some of these cold, frigid, long
February nights, it would be good to spend time reflecting on the “Joy of the Gospel.” As the Pope says
in # 46, “Often it is better simply to slow down, to put
aside our eagerness in order to see and listen to others, to stop rushing from one thing to another and to
remain with someone who has faltered along the
way.”
My dear sisters and brothers in faith, let us embrace the joy of this ordinary time to begin, or to
renew, the personal encounter with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, or (as the Holy Father says) at least
allow our Lord and Savior to encounter us. Let us do
so through prayer, through reflection and reading, and
through the response of a heart open to being filled
with the joy of God’s love — a joy that will fill our
hearts in the special, and the ordinary, times of our
lives.

renovada con Jesucristo a través de la conversión del corazón con estas palabras: “Invito a cada cristiano, en cualquier lugar y situación en que se encuentre, a renovar
ahora mismo su encuentro personal con Jesucristo o, al
menos, a tomar la decisión de dejarse encontrar por Él, de
intentarlo cada día sin descanso”. (#3) Es muy interesante
notar que el Santo Padre, incluso nos da una flexibilidad
en esa invitación al decir que si no tenemos actualmente
un “encuentro personal” con Jesús, al menos, estar abiertos
a permitir que Jesús nos encuentre a nosotros. Permítanme
preguntarles: ¿cuándo fue la última vez que alguien los invitó a considerar un “encuentro personal con Jesucristo”
— y mucho menos, el mismo Santo Padre?
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Borgess Medical Center again receives
national stroke and heart failure
quality recognition
Designation highlights top care for stroke and heart failure

Borgess Medical Center once again has earned the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association’s Get With The Guidelines quality
achievement award for both heart failure and stroke care.
Get With The Guidelines-Heart Failure is an in-hospital program for
improving care by promoting consistent adherence to the latest scientific
treatment guidelines. Studies credit this program with reductions in deaths
within 30 days of leaving the hospital and with lower re-hospitalization
rates.
Lo que nuestro Santo Padre nos está enseñando aquí
Since its initiation in 2003, 1,656 hospitals have entered more than 2
es que para tener una experiencia de alegría real verdadera
million
patient records into the Get With The Guidelines-Stroke database.
en nuestras vidas, tenemos que tener una relación personal
Numerous published studies demonstrate this program’s success in achievcon Jesucristo. Y ¿dónde nos encontramos con Jesús? En
primer lugar nos encontramos con Él a través de, lo que el ing measurable patient outcome improvements, including reductions in
Santo Padre llama, “ La alegría del Evangelio” ( Evangelii deaths within 30 days of leaving the hospital.
Gaudium”). Es a través de los cuatro relatos del Evangelio
“Get With The Guidelines is designed to ensure hospitals like Borgess
según lo registrado por los Santos Mateo, Marcos, Lucas y consistently care for cardiac and stroke patients by following the most upJuan que somos introducidos a Jesucristo, y es a través de to-date guidelines and recommendations,” said Paul Spaude, president and
las reflexiones sobre el Evangelio en lo que llamamos la
CEO, Borgess Health. “The program empowers health care teams to save
Tradición de la Iglesia que somos capaces de llegar a un
lives and reduce health care costs by adhering to evidence-based practices. I
entendimiento y abrazar la buena noticia de las enseñanzas congratulate our doctors, nurses and other professionals who work hard
de Jesús como se establece en las enseñanzas de la Iglesia. each day to turn treatment guidelines into lifelines.”
Eso también es lo que nos lleva a experimentar la alegría
For more information on the Get With The Guidelines recognition,
en nuestras propias vidas. Y cuando experimentamos esa
visit heart.org/myhealthcare.
alegría, que fluye de nuestra relación con Jesús, se hace
evidente a los demás. Por eso, es que el Santo Padre con
toda franqueza dice: “ Hay cristianos cuya opción parece
Combined collection for the Churches in
ser la de una Cuaresma sin Pascua” (# 6), y al hablar
Africa, Eastern and Central Europe,
sobre el hecho de que todos los cristianos están llamados a
ser “evangelizadores “aquellos que comparten la Alegría
and Latin America will take place the
del Evangelio con los demás, el Santo Padre advierte: “un
evangelizador no debería tener permanentemente cara de
weekend of Feb. 1-2, 2014
funeral”. (# 10)
By Lisa Irwin
Esta maravillosa Carta / Exhortación Apostólica bien
Like the members of the early church, who brought forth their gifts to
vale la pena que la lean por ustedes mismos. Pueden enshare with those who were in need, we are called to share our gifts with our
contrar una copia en nuestra página Web diocesana
brothers and sisters in Africa, Eastern and Central Europe, and Latin America.
(http://dioceseofkalamazoo.org/) o el sitio Web del VatiEven the smallest gift will support and encourage the Catholic people in these
cano en www.vatican.va, hay versiones impresas disponi- regions. The proceeds of the collection are split evenly among these three nables también en la librería Católica Newman, o en la
tional collections:
oficina de publicaciones de la USCCB (www.usccb.org).
En algunas de estas noches largas frías, gélidas, de febrero, Eastern and Central Europe — Restoring the Church, Building the
Future
sería bueno pasar tiempo reflexionando sobre la “alegría
For many in the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, as well as parts
del Evangelio”. O como dice el Papa en el # 46, “Muchas
of Asia, the aftermath of 70 years of Soviet rule is experienced through
veces es más bien detener el paso, dejar de lado la ansiedad para mirar a los ojos y escuchar, o renunciar a las ur- poverty, infrequent pastoral care, and lack of buildings for the faithful to worgencias para acompañar al que se quedó al costado del
ship in and in which to cultivate their faith. Your support helps to restore the
camino”.
Church of this region and build the future through grants that provide pastoral
care, affordable shelter, funding for building renovations and a cultural and
Mis queridas hermanas y hermanos en la fe, abracespiritual education to those in need, thereby restoring the Church and building
mos la alegría de este tiempo ordinario para comenzar o
the future of Central and Eastern Europe. Visit http://www.usccb.org/catholicpara renovar, el encuentro personal con nuestro Señor y
giving/opportunities-for-giving/central-and-eastern-europe/index.cfm to learn
Salvador Jesucristo, o (como dice el Santo Padre), al
more.
menos, permitir que nuestro Señor y Salvador nos encuenChurch in Latin America — Live Faith
tre. Hagámoslo a través de la oración, reflexión y la lectura, y a través de la respuesta de un corazón abierto para
Catholics in Latin America and the Caribbean face many challenges, inser pleno en la alegría del amor de Dios — una alegría que cluding violence and a lack of both clergy and lay leadership to witness to the
llenará nuestros corazones en los tiempos especiales, y or- gospel message. Your gift to the collection will fund catechesis and lay leaderdinarios de nuestra vida.
ship programs, youth ministry programs, and seminarian education in Latin
America and the Caribbean, ensuring that present and future generations will
have the opportunity to deepen and share their faith. Visit
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/latinamerica/index.cfm to learn more.

St. Stanislaus Parish

Sweetheart Soup Dinner
Sunday, February 16, 2014
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Adults – $9
Children (7-12) – $4
6 and under – Free

Featuring: Authentic Czarnina, Broccoli
and Cheese, Chili,
Cash and Basket Raffles
Seafood Chowder,
Chicken Noodle, Hearty Potato
St. Stanislaus Parish Hall
and New England
1861 136th Avenue
Dorr, Michigan 49323
Clam Chowder.

Plus a bountiful Salad Bar,
Homeade Breads & Rolls,
Pies, Cheesecakes,
Desserts and More.
Take out available

For more information, call St. Stanislaus Parish at (269) 793-7268

Solidarity Fund for Africa
Did you know that by 2025 nearly one-sixth of the world’s Catholic population is expected to be living on the African continent? The Church in
Africa reveals a picture of both suffering and hope. Many people face a daily
reality of food insecurity, water shortage, unemployment, lack of medical
care, and illiteracy. At the same time, Catholicism is flourishing among the
people of Africa. There are many vocations, and many of these new priests
and sisters come to serve the people of the United States. The Solidarity Fund
for the Church in Africa gives much needed aid to the Church in Africa while
expressing the gratitude of the Church in the United States for the warm and
generous assistance of the African priests and sisters in our parishes. Visit
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/solidarityfund-for-africa/index.cfm to learn more.
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Parish playpen project benefits
Caring Network’s youngest clients
For more than five years, St. Mary of Assumption, Three Oaks and St. Agnes
Mission Parish, Sawyer have been sponsoring Caring Network’s Parish Playpen
Project, collecting new and gently used items for mothers and babies who seek services at Catholic Charities (CCDOK).
“If there is a need, we want to help,” says Peggy Wagner, volunteer for both
parishes. “We’re such a family-friendly parish and Father Don Suberlak is so supportive of this project. We look forward to helping every year!”
Ten additional parishes throughout the diocese also supported the Parish
Pictured above is
Playpen Project in 2013. Those parishes include: St. Augustine Cathedral, KalamaPeggy Wagner,
volunteer at St. Mary of
zoo; St. Ambrose, Parchment; St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg; St. Ann, Augusta; St.
Assumption, Three Oaks
Margaret, Otsego; St. Joseph, Kalamazoo; St. Mary, Kalamazoo; Holy Family, Deand St. Agnes Mission
catur; St. Thomas More, Kalamazoo; St. Basil, South Haven.
Parish, Sawyer.
If you would like to sponsor the Parish Playpen Project at your Parish (or
school or organization) or learn more about how you can help CCDOK serve our community, contact
Jeannine Boehm, CCDOK Volunteer Coordinator at 381-1234. Information is also available at our website,
www.ccdok.org, under the “Helping Others” tab and “In Kind Gifts.”

Shalom Media expands into the United States
with new magazine and cable station
Shalom Media is expanding its reach into the
United States through the innovative use of digital,
electronic and print media. This Catholic media ministry introduced itself to the English-speaking community in the United States by way of its magazine,
Shalom Tidings. Launched in December 2012 and
published every two months, the magazine offers personal stories of hope, inspiration, and faith in action.
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, Archdiocese of
Louisville, who serves as the new President-Elect of
the USCCB, has said of Shalom Tidings, “This magazine is a wonderful example of the new evangelization since it communicates on many levels: to those
active in their faith who seek renewal, to those who
have become tepid in their commitment
to their faith, and to those seekers who
are thirsty for a relationship with Jesus
Christ in and through the Church.”
In 2013, the ministry hosted its first
Shalom Festival, held in six cities across
the United States. In 2014, twenty-one Shalom Festivals will be held in the United States and Canada.
These one-day conferences feature the Celebration of
Holy Eucharist by the Archbishops/Bishops from the
respective Diocese, spirit-filled praise and worship,
and international Catholic preachers. Shalom is planning on bringing a festival to the Kalamazoo area on
May 24th which will kick-off with a Mass celebrated
by Bishop Paul J. Bradley.
The newest project of Shalom Media USA is perhaps its most significant. The ministry is in the final
stages of launching Shalom World — God’s Own
Channel! — a 24-7 English-language Catholic television channel which will be available by satellite. The
channel is scheduled to launch on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 27, 2014, as well as the canonization day
for Blessed John XXIII and Blessed John Paul II.
“We are called by God, inspired and empowered
by His Divine Spirit to spread His message of faith,
hope and love using all modern means of communication to bring “shalom” to everyone,” said the ministry’s Executive Director, Santo Thomas.

In 1989, several
young adults in Kerala, a state in South
India, would gather
together to pray. The
group recognized
that the unrest seen
in individuals, families, and in society
stemmed from a
lack of peace within
each person’s heart.
They understood that that peace could
only come from a relationship with Jesus Christ. From
that humble beginning, the ministry has
been propelled forward through the intercessory and financial support of likeminded individuals who constitute the
Shalom Peace Fellowship.
In the United States and Canada,
Shalom Media manages eight production centers
which are busy creating programs for broadcast on
Shalom World television. Communication Manager
Eby Kurian explains that “The Holy Spirit is behind
this entire project. He leads us, gives us gifts and talents to serve the Lord, and inspires those working on
the programs and those who will view it.”
A variety of programs will be offered on this upcoming family channel, including live daily Mass,
Catholic preachers, ministries, missionaries, documentaries, dramas, animations, talk shows, news,
music videos, movies, concerts, praise and worship,
conferences (men’s and women’s, Charismatic, Marian, Divine Mercy, Eucharistic Congress, Pro-Life),
and youth and young adult retreats, among others,
from around the world. One feature unique to Shalom
World is that it will broadcast all the liturgical rites
found in the Catholic Church from around the world.
You can find out more about Shalom World
and the multitude of other initiatives of Shalom
Media USA at www.ShalomWorld.org.

Providing warmth in times of need: Diocesan Heating Assistance Program
The Diocesan Heating Assistance Program (DHAP) operates from Monday, January 10, 2014 through Wednesday,
March 26, 2014 or until funds are exhausted. If you know of someone needing heating assistance,
call your parish or mission. Heating Assistance Volunteers will screen all those who come in for assistance.
The maximum amount of assistance is $200 per household per heating assistance season. Anyone
still wishing to make a contribution to the 2013-2014 Diocesan Heating Assistance Program may send a
check (payable to the Diocese of Kalamazoo / Memo: DHAP), 215 N. Westnedge Avenue,
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760.
If you have questions about the program, please contact Deacon Ed Feltes at
HeatingAssistance@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or Kerry Williams at kerrywilliams@ccdok.org.
May God bless all those who contribute and those who are in need.
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The Other Six Days

By Jane Knuth

The Mission
“The mission of…the Society (of St. Vincent de Paul)
is to join together in a bond of friendship, and to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and
suffering…”
—The Manual of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
As a Vincentian, it’s my mission to change myself by growing in friendship for my fellow members, and in love for Jesus by serving Him in the
poor. But when things get really busy at the thrift store, I forget all about
changing myself, and loving the poor can become muddled.
One of my jobs is to write the thank-you notes to our monetary
donors. This is fun because I know I am writing to people who already
love the poor and who love God. During the latest holiday season there
was a whole lot of love going on, so there were dozens of notes of gratitude to send out. It took me a couple of days but the mission was accomplished.
I was feeling very satisfied with myself and the work I had done
when “Jesus” walked in with a gentle reminder about what it really
means to love the poor. He handed our president an envelope with $400
in it. This was surprising because this particular “Jesus” had just donated
the week previous.
“He” explained: “Well, I gave you a donation of five twenties in
cash last week, but the thank-you note I received said that it was ‘five
hundred dollars’ instead. So, rather than make you re-write the letter, I
figured it was the Holy Spirit hinting for a little more, and here it is.”
Who does that sort of thing?
What kind of foolish person gives five times what they intended just
because they got a messed up thank-you note?
Oh, yeah…that kind of foolish person.
It sure was nice to get a visit from Jesus.

Special Journey to the Shrines of Ireland

Join Fr. Robert Creagan and Fr. Joseph Xavier
For a special travel presentation
Thursday, February 27, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s Parish, 500 Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw
Dublin, Brazen Head Pub dinner, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Rock of Cashel, Kinsale,
Cobh Heritage Centre, Old Midleton Distillery, Bunratty Folk Park, Farm visit, Galway,
Our Lady of Knock Shrine, Clonmacnoise, Athlone.
Prices start at just $2,999 per person. Includes: Air, transfers, hotels, 12 Meals, tours,
taxes, and fees.Call SeaLandAir Travel to Book Now and
Save $250 per person 269-657-5529

Please RSVP by calling
SeaLandAir Travel
Phone: 269-657-5529
Email: info@sealandairtravel.com

62
or Better?

If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start
enjoying the better things in life!
Take a close look at Dillon Hall Apartments. You’ll enjoy
convenient maintenance-free living in your own apartment.

• Pay 30% of your income for rent
• Utilities Included
• Emergency Response System
• Low cost lunch
• Laundry Facility
• Beauty Salon
• Storage Units
• Garden Plots Available
• Beautiful Community Room
• Metro Bus Service on the bus line

DILLON HALL
Gull Road & Nazareth
(269) 342-0263
Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!
2725 Airview Boulevard, Suite 205,
Kalamazoo, MI 49002

A sponsored ministry of the
Congregation of St. Joseph.
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Bishop Bradley commends
Catholic school education during
annual celebration
Bishop Paul J. Bradley recognized
the high achievement and dedication
of the Catholic Schools communities
throughout the diocese and affirmed
the diocesan commitment to Catholic
school education.
“The Diocese of Kalamazoo is committed to “Advancing Catholic
Schools,” as one of our key diocesan
prioroities, “ he stated. “Countless
stories and achievements underscore
our schools vision statement which states: ‘“We are a community centered in the Eucharistic Christ and an educational system of the highest
standards, rooted in our Catholic faith. Our goal is to equip students with
an excellent education and a solid faith formation so each student may
know the faith confidently, live the faith in a community where families
and teachers work together to advocate for each other’s salvation and
Sainthood, and share the faith with relevance and loving courage
throughout their lives.’”
“Every time I have the opportunity to visit one of our schools and interact with our students,” he continued, “I can witness the effects of our
families and teachers working together to form our students in the faith
and I am confident that we are living out our vision. We are well on our
way to forming and educating the future leaders of our Church and society.”
The 24 Catholic schools in the diocese held a number of activities during
the week of January 27th through February 1st. Below is a sampling of
highlights from our schools that illustrate this year’s Catholic Schools
Week Theme: Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and
Service. To find out more about our Catholic schools visit:
www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org/schools or www.wantthemore.com.

This year the St. Augustine
Cathedral School community
is focused on the theme of
the 12 Fruits of the Holy
Spirit. The theme is woven
throughout school service
projects, classroom activities,
special events, ‘school family’
activities and displays.

St. Philip Catholic High School’s girls volleyball team was invited to the
state capitol in Lansing to receive a special proclamation for its tremendous success. The team earned its eighth-straight state championship
last November.
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Hackett Catholic Central announces Athletic Hall
of Fame 2014 Inductees
In conjunction with Catholic Schools Week, Hackett Catholic Central Athletic Director Mike Garvey
announced the 2014 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees. They are: Barb and Jim Gilbert, coaches, long time
supporters; Duane Muelman: Longtime coach and athletic department contributor; Liz Zannoni, went on to
play soccer at the University of Notre Dame; Dave McCrorry, class of 1961, excelled in football; Duane
Kalafut, played football and basketball and ran track; and Tim Barrett, Class of 1956, played football,
basketball, tennis and ran track.
The 2014 Hall of Fame Induction will be held at Hackett Catholic Central on Friday, April 25
in thecafeteria with a social hour beginning at 6 p.m. followed by the presentation and dinner.
Tickets will be available after February 17 and may be reserved by phoning
Hackett Catholic Central at 269-381-2646.
Trekking the mud-caked roads of Uganda, last summer,
gave Aubrey Hodges a glimpse of her vocation.Hodges,
21, a graduate of Kalamazoo’s St. Monica Catholic
School and Hackett Catholic Central High School, was
part of a nursing team that brought healing and hope to
patients in Kyembogo, a small city nestled amidst the
mountains of central Africa. In the heat of a small, tinroofed clinic, Hodges gave inoculations, started IVs, offered prenatal care to young mothers, and even helped
to deliver babies. Her work was so satisfying, she now
plans more mission trips following her graduation from
St. Mary’s College in South Bend, this spring. Hodges
said her Catholic education, and its strong emphasis on
service, helped her make the leap into missionary work.
“Of all the things I learned in Catholic school, service was certainly foremost,” says Hodges. “I learned how
important it is to be willing to love and serve others.”

St. Joseph Elementary School, Battle Creek, second graders, collected much-needed toiletries and
necessities and made “Christmas Sockings” to
benefit St. Vincent DePaul clients. Each class at
the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools performs a
number of different service projects throughout the
year.

LMC students clear 53 yards of leaves
and debris in annual service project
On Monday, November 18, 133 Lake Michigan Catholic High School
students, staff and parents worked together to help elderly and disabled
parishioners in the area. The volunteers bundled up to face the cold and
wind and traveled by cars and buses to the homes in Coloma, Benton
Harbor, Stevensville and St. Joseph where they raked and stuffed leaves
into hundreds of bags.
Students, faculty and parents managed to clear 53 yards of leaves
and debris. The leaf raking project began in 2009 with 20 lawns and the
freshman class. It has grown to encompass the entire high school and
volunteers.
“The service project is part of our greater teaching of extending
ourselves, even in difficult circumstances to serve others,” said John
Berlin, Executive Director of Lake Michigan Catholic Schools. “One of the more impressive things was the
willingness of our students to work beyond the scheduled time to assist their classmates to finish up the lawns.”

Battle Creek St. Joseph Middle School Spanish Club sponsored a food drive for a local immigrant family
in need. Students delivered the collected items to Rev. Evelio Ramirez, who shared his experiences of
his native country, Colombia and his Advent art project, with the students.
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St. Mary’s Parish hosts new Eastside
Choir, helps local community
In order to provide local
access to the arts in an underserved Kalamazoo neighborhood,
the Kalamazoo Children’s
Chorus (KCC) has partnered
with St. Mary’s Church, the
Kalamazoo Eastside Neighborhood Association and Kalamazoo
Public Schools to form a new,
free KCC choir made up of
children from the Eastside and
Comstock. The choir will
rehearse, perform free concerts
and enhance the quality of life in
the neighborhood to benefit the
entire Kalamazoo area.
The Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus was founded in 1980 with one
chorus to fill the need for choral training at a time when the public
schools could not offer such opportunities. It has grown to six choirs
today, including the new Eastside Choir. “The Kalamazoo Children’s
Chorus has never turned away a child that could not afford to pay,” said
Leona Gould-McElhone, Outreach Director for the KCC. “But for some
people, scholarships are not enough. They don’t have reliable transportation.” That is why the KCC developed the idea of forming satellite choirs
in the neighborhoods.
The KCC interviewed many different organizations and decided to
start a choir on the Eastside because it was the most underserved area.
When they approached the Kalamazoo Eastside Neighborhood Association, they suggested that KCC ask St. Mary’s to host the new venture.
Pat Taylor, Director of the Kalamazoo Eastside Neighborhood Association said “It seemed like a good fit that suits everyone’s needs: the
choir — having a space to practice that families are familiar with, St.
Mary’s — an opportunity to reach out to our eastside residents by making this space available and the Eastside Neighborhood Association —
allowing us to inform our residents of another great activity … that will
enhance their children’s lives.”
Indeed, it seemed such a good fit that the KCC had no difficulty
convincing St. Mary’s to help out. “We at St. Mary’s are excited about
the opportunity the Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus is offering the children
of our neighborhood,” said Deacon Pat Hall, Parish Coordinator at St.
Mary’s.
“We have wonderful facilities at St. Mary’s and the Kalamazoo Eastside Neighborhood Association knew that we have a heart for serving the
community through outreach programs like this. Part of St. Mary’s mission is to reach out and be involved in activities like this in the community.”
Weekly rehearsals and free winter and spring concerts for the community will take place at St. Mary’s. The Eastside, Prep and Treble
Choirs will sign together in their next concert called “New Beginnings,
an Eastside Spring Song” at St. Mary’s on March 23rd at 4 pm. A reception immediately following the concert in Fr. Bart Hall will give parents
and children from the different neighborhoods an opportunity to interact.
Families interested in learning more about the Eastside Choir
or the Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus should contact
Leona Gould-McElhone, 269-547-7183 or
Leona@kalamazoochildrenschorus.org.
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14 things to do in 2014
Wondering what you can do for your faith this year?
Here are a few suggestions for 2014:
1. Go to confession.
Start off the New Year with a clean conscience!
2. Sponsor a youth.
Lots of opportunities
abound for youth this year
including The Presence
High School Retreat on
February 7-9 and the
Diocesan Youth Rally for
all middle and high school
students on March 22.
Give the gift of faith this
year and help a youth get
to one of these events.

8. Pray more.
Go to Mass during the week once, visit an adoration
chapel, or join the Rosary Society (call 269-342-0621
for more information) and pray a decade a day.

9. Join the New Evangelization.
The diocese will host a
Digital Church Conference
on March 7 to help church
leaders learn how to use
social media to reach out
to lost parishioners.

10. Read God’s Word.

3. Be more forgiving.
Practice saying the words
“I’m sorry,” “I forgive you,”
and “I love you” with the
people in your life.

4. Join a group.
The Diocese offers something for everyone: the
Theological Debate Club for Men, Faith In All Things
for women, On the Rocks for young adults, and the
Business Person’s Luncheon. Check out the
calendar on the diocesan website for more details
on each of these programs.
5. Go on retreat.
The Annual Diocesan Retreat this year will be
March 1-2 at Transformations Spirituality Center in
Kalamazoo. Fr. Francis Marotti will speak on “The
Everlasting Day: on the reality and joys of heaven.”

6. Practice the corporal works of mercy.

Pick a book of the Bible and read it with a friend.
Or download a free app like Laudate that includes
the Bible and daily Mass readings on your mobile
device.

11. Grow your faith.
The diocese offers several programs that will help
deepen your understanding of the faith. Why Faith
meets the first Monday of each month at 6 pm at
St. Mary Parish in Kalamazoo. Spring Faith Explosion this year will explore the topic of Humanae
Vitae on Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm beginning May
22 at St. Catherine of Siena Stanley Centre.

12. Go to the Annual
Catechetical Conference.
The theme of the conference
this year on October 4th is
“Being the New Evangelization”
with keynote speaker
Meg Hunter-Kilmer.

7. Recharge your family faith.

13. Support vocations.
Pray for the seminarians and religious in formation
from our diocese or contact the vocations office to
make a contribution to our seminarian endowment
fund.

The Monthly Energizer is a program sponsored by
the diocese that helps the whole family recharge
their faith. Meets
at St. John Bosco
Parish in
Mattawan from
6-8pm, on the
third Saturday of
each month.

14. Thank a priest.
Make a donation in
his honor to the
Diocesan Priest
Retirement Fund
and help provide
for our priests’
future needs.

Take time out of your schedule to bring a meal to a
neighbor, visit someone in the hospital or volunteer
at a soup kitchen

Sneezing is mentioned
once in the Bible.
Without the benefit of a
concordance or a biblical
dictionary, do you know
where and why it’s
mentioned?
You’ll find the answer
(upside down) below.
Answer: Sneezing is mentioned
in 2 Kings 4:35, in the story of a
miracle by the prophet Elisha. In
the story (2 Kings 4:32-37),
Elisha raises a child from death
to life in stages. After prayer,
Elisha lays on the child, who
grows warm. When he bends
over the child again, the child
sneezes (seven times) and
opens his eyes, returning to
full life.
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ITALY, POLAND, IRELAND...
The Time is NOW to book your 2014 Pilgrimage
With Pinnacle Pilgrimages, you are
professionally escorted touring spiritual
Catholic Sites, Shrines and exploring
our religious heritage. Stay in Kraków’s Old
Town or in Rome, you stay just blocks from
St. Peters Square! Enjoy Europe’s historic
Churches, Art and Ancient Ruins.
Experience it as the Europeans do, dine in
the nearby cafe’s, spend evenings strolling
the shops & piazza’s.
Specializing in smaller groups. (12 - 20)
Designed to your specific request be it;
LOURDES, ITALY, IRELAND, POLAND
or other EUROPEAN DESTINATIONS
The Time is Now to Live the Experience!

Call us to discuss
Clergy & Host sponsored discounts

Chris Dougherty ~ Pilgrimage Coordinator
419-345-2512
or cdougherty@pinnacletourexperience.com
www.pinnacletoourexperience.com

8 | The Good News

“ Wa i t i ng i n J o y f u l H o p e ”

The Catholic Difference
What popes can and can’t do

Catholic Charities’ Caring Network
mentoring program seeks volunteers
By Kerry Williams
Catholic Charities
Diocese of Kalamazoo
Did you know that Catholic
Charities’ Caring Network program
serves approximately one of out of
every six pregnant women in Kalamazoo County? The program
meets a variety of needs and supports life-affirming choices. In
2013, staff and volunteers helped
550 women to have healthy pregnancies and prepare for their new
baby. Many of these women were
homeless or precariously housed,
had experienced abuse or neglect,
had witnessed or experienced domestic violence, and lacked a reliable support system to assist them
in times of trouble. In addition to
these overwhelming challenges,
94% of these women were single
parents and 95% of these women

were living in poverty. The need is
great and the resources are limited.
Can you join us? In response
to this ever-increasing need and
limited resources, Catholic Charities is seeking caring and compassionate volunteers to help us
develop and implement a comprehensive screening and intake service that meets the needs of all these
women while helping us direct the
most intensive services to those
most in need. Much like a triage,
the screening will focus on abuse,
depression, and substance abuse –
all major risk factors in any pregnancy.
Do you have skills or ideas
that might help with this project?
This is a perfect opportunity to respond to Pope Francis’ call to “bear
fruit and rejoice, knowing that the
Lord has taken the initiative, he has
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By George Weigel

Colleen Dawson, far right, is a Teen
Mother Friend Volunteer at Caring
Network Volunteer and St. Joseph,
Kalamazoo parishioner who mentors
young mother Iesha and her son
Mekiel.

loved us first.” Would you like to
learn more? Pope Francis also
calls us to “boldly take the initiative, go out to others, seek those
who have fallen away, stand at the
crossroads and welcome the outcast.”
Please take the initiative and call
Jeannine Boehm at
269-381-1234.

Annual Diocesan Retreat focuses on heaven
The Annual Diocesan Retreat, March 1-2, 2014, will be held at Transformations Spirituality Center and will
help focus on the joy of heaven. The retreat, led by Fr. Francis Marotti, parochial vicar, St. Philip Parish, Battle
Creek, is entitled “The Everlasting Day: on the reality and joys of heaven.”
“If we don’t desire heaven, then what are we living the faith for? That should be our goal. That’s what
makes the Christian life desirable and it makes the difficulties in this life easier to bear,” said Fr. Marotti.
“Thinking and talking about heaven on this retreat is one way to help rekindle the desire for the joy of heaven,
which is greater than we can ever conceive. ‘We shall enter into a great sea of divine and eternal joy, which
will fill us within and without, and surround us on all sides’ wrote St. Robert Bellarmine.”
In additional to spiritual talks, the retreat includes Masses, reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration and personal opportunities for prayer. Early registration deadline for the retreat is February 5th. Cost ranges from
$125 for a single occupancy room to $80 for sleep at home and goes up $20 after February 5th.
For more information and to register, contact Jane Bodway,
jbodway@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or (269) 903-0147.

A good friend habitually refers to the Wall Street Journal as his “favorite Catholic newspaper” — a bit of whimsy not without foundation,
given the openness of the Journal’s op-ed pages to serious Catholic argument on numerous issues. But just as Homer occasionally nods, so does
America’s best newspaper. And on Jan. 2, the Journal nodded, big-time,
in this description of why Pope Francis was one of the “People to Watch”
in 2014:
“After raising expectations for shifting views toward homosexuality,
divorce, the environment, and society’s obligations to the poor, the pontiff is expected to also undertake bureaucratic reform at the Vatican, as
well as the possible expansion of the role of women in the Church.”
By my count, and bypassing the unnecessarily split infinitive, there
are four errors in that one sentence, plus one grave misconstrual of ecclesiastical “roles.”
Although it is very difficult for those who see Catholicism through
political lenses to grasp this, popes are not like presidents or state governors, and doctrine is not like public policy. Which means that a change of
papal “administration” does not — indeed cannot — mean a change of
Catholic “views.” Doctrine, as the Church understands it, is not a matter
of anyone’s “views,” but of settled understandings of the truth of things.
Nor are popes free agents who govern by the seat of their pants, if
you‘ll permit the phrase. Prior to the completion of Vatican II’s Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Pope Paul VI proposed adding to that seminal document a sentence stating that the pope is “accountable to the Lord
alone” — an effort, I suspect, to protect papal authority and freedom of
action from potential civil or ecclesiastical encroachments. But the council’s Theological Commission rejected Pope Paul’s proposed amendment,
noting that “the Roman Pontiff is … bound to revelation itself, to the
fundamental structure of the Church, to the sacraments, to the definitions
of earlier Councils, and (to) other obligations too numerous to mention.”
Those “other obligations” include honoring the truth of things built
into the world and into us. At an academic conference years ago, a distinguished Catholic philosopher remarked (perhaps hyperbolically) that “If
the pope said that ‘2+2 = 5,’ I’d believe him.” An even more distinguished Catholic philosopher gave the correct, and far more Catholic, response: “If the Holy Father said that ‘2+2 = 5,’ I would say publicly,
‘Perhaps I have misunderstood His Holiness’s meaning.’ Privately, I
would pray for his sanity.”
Popes, in other words, are not authoritarian figures, who teach what
they will and as they will. The pope is the guardian of an authoritative
tradition, of which he is the servant, not the master. Pope Francis knows
this as well as anyone, as he has emphasized by repeating that he is a
“son of the Church” who believes and teaches what the Church believes
and teaches.
Thus the notion that this pontificate is going to change Catholic
teaching on the morality of homosexual acts, or on the effects of divorceand-remarriage on one’s communion with the Church, is a delusion, although the Church can surely develop its pastoral approach to
homosexuals and the divorced. As for the environment and the poor,
Catholic social doctrine has long taught that we are stewards of creation
and that the least of the Lord’s brethren have a moral claim on our solidarity and our charity; the social doctrine leaves open to debate the specific, practical means by which people of good will, and governments,
exercise that stewardship, and that solidarity and charity.
And “the role of women in the Church”? No doubt various Church
structures would benefit by drawing upon a wider range of talent (irrespective of gender) than the talent-pool from which Church leaders typically emerge. Still, in an interview with La Stampa before Christmas,
Pope Francis made it clear that identifying leadership in the Church with
ordination is both a form of clericalism and another way of instrumentalizing Catholic women. Flying a Vatican desk, Francis was suggesting, is
not the acme of discipleship.
As for Curial reform: Oremus, as we used to say.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register,
the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Phone: 303-715-3215.
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TIME magazine honors pope at expense of predecessors
By Very Rev. Robert Barron
It is splendid indeed that Time magazine
has made Pope Francis its “Person of the
Year” for 2013. The Pope has captured the
imagination of the world and has breathed
a new life into the Catholic Church. The
authors of the Time piece are right in saying that his choice of name has set the tone for his papacy so
far: he has resolved to be, like his namesake of old, a friend
of the poor and the forgotten. He has determined to be a
person of compassion, leading with the merciful face of
Christ.
Details matter in this regard: his choice to live in the
Casa Santa Marta rather than in the Apostolic Palace, being
driven around in an old clunker rather than a Vatican limousine, paying his own bill at the clerical residence where he
stayed prior to his election, flying coach
class, embracing the man with the severely
deformed face (How like St. Francis who
famously embraced a leper). The controversial interviews that he granted just a few
months ago also speak of this change in
focus. The Pope does not want priests and
other Catholic ministers to lead with the
“hot button” issues largely centering
around sexual morality; rather, he wants
the Church to present itself as a “field hospital” after a battle, a place of comfort and
mercy. His insistence that Holy Communion is “not a prize for the perfect but a
powerful medicine and nourishment for the
weak” is also perfectly congruent with this shift in emphasis.
As I say, all of this is remarkable and worth celebrating, and
I’m glad the popular secular press has caught on.
However, there is something that has been bothering me
ever since Francis became Pope, and its on rather massive
display in the Time article, namely, a tendency to distinguish

radically between this lovely Franciscan emphasis on mercy
and love for the poor and the apparently far less than lovely
emphasis on doctrine so characteristic of the Papacies of
John Paul II and Benedict XVI. There is actually a good deal
of dangerous silliness in this way of characterizing things. If
I might cite the much-maligned Benedict, the Church does
essentially three things: it cares for the poor; it worships
God; and it evangelizes. Isolate any of the three from the
other two, and distortions set in. Indeed, without deep care
for the poor and for social justice, the worship of God can
become lifeless (“liturgical fussiness”) and evangelizing can
devolve into cultural criticism or mere intellectual debating.
But isolate care for the poor from the other two and
equally problematic distortions ensue. Without the worship
of God and evangelization, the Church deteriorates in short
order into one more social service institution among many, a
mere “NGO” in Francis’s own language. Now read the authors of the Time article: “In a matter of
months, Francis has elevated the healing mission of the church — the church as servant
and comforter of hurting people in an often
harsh world — above the doctrinal police
work so important to his recent predecessors.”
And “his vision is of a pastoral — and not
doctrinaire — church.” This is so much nonsense.
The source of a good deal of this mischief
is the 18th century philosopher Immanuel
Kant, whose influence on the modern sensibility can scarcely be overstated. Kant famously
held that religion is reducible to ethics. By the
Enlightenment period, the doctrinal claims of
the great religions had come to seem incredible to many, and
worship a pathetic holdover from a more primitive time. For
Kant, therefore, authentic, grown-up, enlightened religious
people would see that morality is the heart of the matter,
both doctrine and worship serving, at best, to bolster ethics.
It is always a source of amazement to me how thoroughly

St. Blaise tradition
helps keep people
healthy
As we celebrate St. Blaise’s feast day
on February 3, many Catholics will have
their throats blessed. Very few details are
known about St. Blaise’s life. He was a
bishop in Armenia and was martyred
there in 316. According to legend, when
persecution flared up in his home country, he fled into the wilderness where he
lived as a hermit and cured many animals. Eventually he was discovered by hunters and dragged off to prison
where he was beaten, his flesh torn with iron combs or rakes and finally
beheaded.
At one point, he cured a young boy who had a fish bone stuck in his
throat. His blessing caused it to become dislodged. Due to this action St.
Blaise was chosen as the patron saint of people with throat illnesses and
one of his most popular devotions occurs on his feast day. Using two
(unlit) candles tied together, the priest or deacon places them on the person’s throat and says this prayer:
“Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God
deliver you from ailments of the throat and from every other evil. In the
Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”

Father Robert Barron is the founder of the global ministry, Word on
Fire, and the Rector/President of Mundelein Seminary. He is the creator of
the award winning documentary series, “Catholicism” and
“Catholicism:The New Evangelization.” Learn more at
www.WordonFire.org

NEWMAN’S BOOKSHOPPE
11th
Annual Men’s Conference
E

H
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V
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Saturday, March 29, 2014
St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo

Doors open at 7:45 a.m. – Mass at 8:30 a.m. with Bishop Paul J. Bradley

DOES GOD WANT EVERYONE TO BE CATHOLIC?
John Martignoni – Keynote Speaker
Martignoni is founder and president of the Bible Christian Society, an apostolate dedicated to
explaining and defending the Scriptural foundations and truths of the Catholic faith that reaches tens
of thousands throughout the world.
He presents talks around the country and hosts EWTN Open Line, a live, nationally-telecast,
call-in radio program of Bible apologetics every Monday at 3 p.m. EST, which can be heard locally on
Holy Family Radio, 91.5 FM. In addition, John is Director of Evangelization for the Diocese of
Birmingham (Alabama) and is the founder of Birmingham's Catholic Radio (1480 AM). John and his
wife live with their four children in Birmingham, Alabama.

Rev. James Adams, Diocese of Kalamazoo
Rev. Adams is the Parochial Vicar, St. Monica Parish and chaplain for Hackett Catholic Central High
School, Kalamazoo. He posses and advanced degree in Moral Theology and will speak on Living the
Moral Life in the 21st Century.
To register for this year’s conference, go to www.newmanbookshoppe.com,
stop in at Newman’s Bookshoppe or call 269-553-0482.

Mail-In Registration Form or submit online at:
www.newmansbookshoppe.com/events

The Diocesan Program Catalog 2013-2014
The Diocesan Program Catalog details a list of programs
and workshops offered by the various Secretariats and
ministry offices of the Diocesan Pastoral Center staff.
Each entry includes a detailed description of the faith formation workshop, conference or course, the related cost
and a contact person. All these programs are funded in
part, or in whole, by parishioners’ generous support of
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal.
The catalog may be downloaded online at
www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org/programs.

modern people have gone down the Kantian autobahn in regard to this issue. How we take the following for granted: it
doesn’t really matter what you believe, as long as you are a
good person.
But the Kantian construal is simply repugnant to classical Christianity. In point of fact, Christians have been, from
the beginning, massively interested in both worship and doctrine. How could you read any of the Gospels or any of the
letters of Paul and think otherwise? Moreover, the great figures of the Church — Irenaeus, Chrysostom, Jerome, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Newman, etc., etc. have taken
doctrine with utmost seriousness. No one doubts that Francis
of Assisi himself loved the poor and marginalized, but how
many realize that one of his principal concerns was for liturgical propriety?
Toward the end of the Time piece, the authors mention
two features of Francis’s life which effectively undermine
their central argument. The “Person of the Year” spends
huge swaths of his day at prayer. Rising at five, he prays
until seven and then celebrates Mass. And after dinner, he
spends several more hours before the Blessed Sacrament.
As has been the case with so many of the Church’s saints,
his love for the poor flows from an intense worship of God.
The article closes with a look at one of the Pope’s Wednesday general audiences. The topic of Francis’s remarks that
day was the resurrection of Jesus. After declaring the
Church’s age-old doctrine, the Pope looked up from his text
and asked the crowd, “do you believe it?” When they responded, “yes!” he said again, “do you believe it?” This is
not a man who is unconcerned with clarity of dogma.
I’m delighted that Time Magazine has made the Pope
the “Person of the Year,” but I would caution all of the commentariat: don’t drive a wedge between the three dimensions of Francis’s life and of the Church’s life!

Name
Address
Phone

City/State/Zip
Parish

Email
Early bird registration cost is $35 per person, $40 at the door. Please make check payable to Newman’s
Bookshoppe. $30 per person for groups of 7 or more. Register before March 10, to receive the early bird discount.
Newman’s Bookshoppe • 340 E. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007 • 269-553-0482
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Bienvenida Socorro Truchan:
Nueva Directora Asociada – Iglesia Doméstica
Socorro nació en Hermosillo, Sonora, México de padres
mexicanos. Ha sido educada en México, Estados Unidos y
África del Norte. Habla español, inglés, francés y algo de
árabe. Tiene una Licenciatura en Administración de Empresas de la Universidad de Purdue en Indiana, y estudió
cursos de posgrado en estudios bilingües-biculturales de la
Universidad de Eastern Michigan en Ypsilanti. Está casada con Tony Truchan y tienen cuatro hijos. Socorro trabajó anteriormente
como Asistente Administrativa del Obispo Daniel Flores y Coordinadora de
la Oficina de Matrimonio, Familia y Pro-Vida de la Arquidiócesis de Detroit. Socorro desea encontrarse con las familias hispanas/latinas y visitar
todas las parroquias de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo. Siguiendo la visión del
Obispo Bradley, ella desea entender las realidades de las diversas comunidades de la Diócesis y coordinar programas, iniciativas y recursos que ayudarán a fortalecer la Iglesia Doméstica (nuestro hogar y familia). Ofrece su
tiempo involucrada en ministerios favoreciendo a los grupos de jóvenes en
las calles, madres solteras y ancianos descuidados. La pueden contactar directamente al 269-903-0199 o por medio electrónico al
Acerquémonos a saludar a Socorro y démosle la bienvenida cuando
nos la encontremos en las parroquias o reuniones diocesanas.

Fortaleciendo las Familias en la Fe (Reflexión #4)
Por Veronica Rodriguez
“Los niños aprenden a fiarse del amor de sus padres. Por eso, es importante que los padres cultiven prácticas comunes de fe en la familia, que
acompañen el crecimiento en la fe de los hijos” (Papa Francisco, Encíclica
Lumen Fidei).
Actividad para hacer en familia este mes de febrero: en estos días de
inverno y especialmente este año que ha sido un poco más fuerte que los
demás y tenemos que pasar mucho tiempo dentro de casa, ¿por qué no
sacar un tiempo para mostrarles las imágenes religiosas que tenemos en
casa a nuestros hijos y lo más importante, explicarles el significado de esas
imágenes? Muchas veces tenemos en casa imágenes religiosas que nuestros hijos ven a diario pero que no saben el por qué las tenemos ni su significado. El 2 de febrero, se celebra la Fiesta de la Virgen de la Candelaria.
Candelaria es una palabra latina que viene de “candere” que significa brillar, candela, velas, luz. Ese día se celebra la Presentación del Niño Jesús al
templo y la purificación de la Virgen Maria después del parto, según la
costumbre de esa época (ver Lucas 2:22-39).
Otra actividad para los días de invierno puede ser contar cuentos en
familia. Recuerden que Jesús utilizaba cuentos para comunicar grandes
verdades y una profunda sabiduría. Frecuentemente, a través de nuestras
historias familiares, podemos sacar a la luz valores y su significado.

Calendario/Calendar
FEBRERO/FEBRUARY 2014
8 (Sábado) — 8:30a.m. – 5 p.m. Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Tercer Año de Formación. Tema: Evangelio de Juan por Luis Beteta. (Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program, Third Year of Formation. Topic:
Gospel of John by Luis Beteta.)
14 (Viernes) — 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Reunión de Migrant Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Migrante). (Migrant Resource Council
Meeting, agencies that offer services to the Migrant Community)
MARZO/MARCH
2 - 5 Conferencia: La Iglesia e Inmigración. El Instituto para Estudios Latinos de
la Universidad de Notre Dame presenta esta conferencia. Lugar: Universidad de
Notre Dame. (The Church and Immigration Conference, presented by the Institute
for Latino Studies of the Unversity of Notre Dame).
5 (Miércoles) Miércoles de Ceniza. Comienza la Cuaresma. (Ash Wednesday.
Lent begins.)
7 (Viernes) — 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Conferencia Digital – usando los medios electrónicos en el contexto de la nueva evangelización. Lugar: Auditorio del Lawrence
Education Center del Hospital Borgess. (Digital Church Conference, using electronic tools within the context of the new evangelization)
8 (Sábado) — 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Tercer Año de Formación. Tema: Ministerio en una Iglesia con Diversidad
Cultural por el Padre Stephen Dudek. (Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation
Program, Third Year of Formation. Topic: Ministry in a Culturally Diverse Church,
by Fr. Stephen Dudek.)
8 (Sábado) — 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que se
van a casar. También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar sobre
su vida matrimonial. Lugar: St. Joseph Parish, 936 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI.
(Pre-Marriage Encounter in Spanish for those who will be getting married and for
married couples who would like to have a day of reflection).
14 (Viernes) — 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Reunión de Migrant Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Migrante). (Migrant Resource Council
Meeting, agencies that offer services to the Migrant Community)
22 (Sábado) — 12 – 8:30 p.m. Encuentro Juvenil 2014: “Estar Asombrados”
para jóvenes de los grados 6 al 12. Lugar: Northwestern Middle School, 176 Limit
St., Battle Creek, MI 49037, (Diocesan Youth Rally 2014 “BE AMAZED” for grades
6 – 12 at Northwestern Middle School, 176 Limit St., Battle Creek, MI 49037)
29 (Sábado) — 10 a.m.-12m. Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana, Centro
Pastoral Diocesano (Hispanic Ministry Diocesan Pastoral Committee meeting,
Diocesan Pastoral Center), Kalamazoo.
Nota/Note: Si necesita más información sobre esta agenda, comuníquese con la Oficina del
Ministerio Multicultural e Hispano al 269-903-0197. For more information regarding this
calendar, contact the Office of Multicultural and Hispanic Ministry at 269-903-0197.

february 2014

Otras Cartas. Claves para Estudiar y Conocer la Biblia #17
Por Fanny Tabares
En los primeros años del cristianismo se fueron formando varias comunidades cristianas en diferentes ciudades y los apóstoles con un gran espíritu misionero
caminaron bastante predicando las enseñanzas de Jesús.
Como viajaban tanto seguían manteniendo contacto y
animando a sus comunidades a través de cartas que son
ahora una gran riqueza espiritual para los cristianos hoy.
En artículos anteriores hicimos referencia a las
Cartas de Pablo: A los Romanos, 1 y 2 a los Corintios,
a los Gálatas, a los Efesios, a los Filipenses, a los Colosenses, 1 y 2 a los Tesalonicenses, 1 y 2 a Timoteo, a
Tito, y a Filemón.
Tenemos también otras cartas de otros autores
como por ejemplo: Las cartas Primera, Segunda y Tercera de Juan, escritas alrededor del año 100. Y el libro
del Apocalipsis (Revelación) que lo escribió Juan hacia
el año 96 desde la Isla de Patmos a donde fue deportado
por causa de su fe. El apocalipsis más que una carta es
una serie de visiones; dirigida a varias comunidades
fuertes y dinámicas pero al mismo tiempo amenazadas
y perseguidas. A veces pareciera que hablara en leguaje
clave o asustador pero era un estilo literario de escribir
con imágenes y visiones. Nos da todo un mensaje de esperanza y de la victoria de Cristo sobre el mal del
mundo.
Primera y Segunda carta de Pedro escritas en el
período de los años 64 – 95. Cartas dirigidas a los cris-

tianos gentiles (no judíos).
Carta de Santiago escrita antes del año 62. Santiago posiblemente pariente y discípulo de Jesús. Carta
dirigida a los cristianos judíos de Palestina y Roma.
Murió apedreado hacia el año 62. En sus cartas entre
otros mensajes dice que la fe se traduce en obras (Santiago 2, 14-26) y pide que no haya discriminación:
“Hermanos, si realmente creen en Jesús, nuestro Señor,
el Cristo glorioso, no hagan diferencia entre personas”
(Santiago 2, 1).
Carta a los Hebreos, de autor desconocido escrita
hacia el año 66. Carta de trece capítulos dirigida a las
comunidades cristianas judías de Palestina. Parece que
los miembros de estas comunidades eran personas de
tradición judía, conocedoras del Antiguo Testamentos,
personas que habían sufrido mucho por ser cristianos;
muchos de los miembros de esta comunidad conocieron
a Jesús en persona.
Carta de Judas escrita hacia el año 90. Judas hermano de Santiago (diferente al que conocemos como
Judas Iscariote). Una carta muy corta y profunda llamando a actuar correctamente. Comienza su carta así:
“Judas, servidor de Jesucristo y hermano de Santiago, a
los que fueron llamados a la fe, amados por Dios Padre
y guardados en Cristo Jesús. Abunde entre ustedes la
misericordia, la paz y el amor” (Judas 1,1-2).
Deseo que disfruten la lectura de estas preciosas
cartas tan antiguas y a la vez tan actuales.

Próximo Sínodo de los Obispos: Los desafíos
pastorales de la familia en el contexto de la
evangelización
El Papa Francisco ha convocado del 5 al 19 de octubre de 2014, la Tercera Asamblea General Extraordinaria del Sínodo de los obispos, que se celebrará en el
Vaticano. Durante este año estaremos escuchando con
frecuencia en nuestras parroquias sobre el Sínodo. El
tema escogido para el Sínodo será “Los desafíos pastorales de la familia en el contexto de la evangelización”.
En el Sínodo participarán los patriarcas, los presidentes de las conferencias episcopales, tres religiosos en
representación de los institutos religiosos clericales y los
presidentes de los dicasterios de la curia romana. Unas
150 persona aproximadamente.
El padre Federico Lombardi, portavoz de la Santa
Sede, explica: “es muy importante el anuncio de un Sínodo Extraordinario sobre el tema de la pastoral de la
familia. Este es el modo en el que el papa pretende llevar adelante la reflexión y el camino de la comunidad
de la Iglesia, con la participación responsable del episcopado de las diversas partes del mundo. La Iglesia se
propone escuchar los problemas y expectativas que
viven hoy tantas familias. El secretario especial del Sínodo, que ha sido el encargado de analizar los aspectos
teológicos del documento preparatorio, ha destacado las
palabras “atención, hospitalidad y misericordia” como
claves que requiere el papa Francisco hacia las familias
divididas o en situación irregular desde el punto de vista
canónico, aquellas que están “en los suburbios geográficos y existenciales”, en las que hay problemas “inéditos”, como el incremento de las parejas de hecho o el
surgimiento de las uniones homosexuales con adopción

Programa de Formación Pastoral
y de Liderazgo de la Diocesis
El programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo está en su tercer año de formación. Los estudiantes están muy emocionados y animados para este
tercer año que finalizara con la graduación de los 75 líderes en Julio del 2014.
Cuidado de niños, 9 de noviembre del 2013.
En este año de estudio, han trabajado los siguientes temas: Escritos de San Pablo con Msgr. Leonel Cartagena; Sacramentos con el Padre Fabio
Garzón; y Doctrina Social de la Iglesia con Feliciano
Tapia. El próximo curso será el 8 de febrero, Evangelio
de Juan por el Padre Stephen Dudek. Para los líderes
que tienen hijos y que no tienen con quien dejarlos en
casa, se les proporciona cuidado de niños durante la
clase. Angelica Valdes es quien se encarga del programa de los niños junto con varios voluntarios. Durante el día, los niños trabajan diferentes temas y
también se proporcionan diferentes actividades.

de niños. Se trata
de situaciones que
“implican consecuencias pastorales significativas”.
El proceso del Sínodo tendrá dos etapas: una
Asamblea General Extraordinaria, que se celebrará en
2014, para recoger testimonios y propuestas de los obispos y una Asamblea General Ordinaria prevista para
2015, pensada para tomar acciones sobre la pastoral de
la persona humana y de la familia.
La Secretaría general del Sínodo de los Obispos
envió a los obispos del mundo un cuestionario de 38
preguntas, que abarcan nueve temas:
1. Sobre la difusión de la Sagrada Escritura y del
Magisterio de la Iglesia sobre la familia
2. Sobre el matrimonio de acuerdo con la ley natural
3. La pastoral de la familia en el contexto de la
evangelización
4. Sobre la pastoral para afrontar algunas situaciones
matrimoniales difíciles,
5. Sobre las uniones de personas del mismo sexo
6. Sobre la educación de los hijos de matrimoniales
irregulares
7. Sobre la apertura de los esposos a la vida
8. Sobre la relación entre la familia y la persona
9. Otros desafíos y propuestas
Estemos atentos a este tema tan importante como es
el Sinodo. (Algunas partes tomadas de Zenit.org)

Rincón de los Jóvenes Hispanos/Latinos
Por Veronica Rodriguez
Actividades Diocesanas en el 2014:
La Presencia (The Presence), del 7 al 9 de febrero – Para todos los
jóvenes de los grados 9 al 12. Para más información pueden visitar la
página de Internet: .
Encuentro Diocesano Juvenil (Youth Rally), sábado 22 de marzo –
Para todos los jóvenes del grado 6 al 12. El lema de este año es
“Estar Asombrados” (Be Amazed). La conferencista principal será
Jackie Francois.
Para las jóvenes que cumplen quince años y para sus padres, las
fechas de los Retiros Diocesanos para la preparación de Quinceañeras son:
Sábado, 12 de Abril en St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo;
Sábado, 7 de Junio en Immaculate Conception Parish, Hartford;
Sábado, 26 de Julio en St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo; y Sábado,
13 de Septiembre en St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Bronson.
Recuerden que primero deben de hablar con su párroco (por lo menos
6 meses antes de la fecha que desean celebrar la quinceañera).
Para más información sobre cualquiera de estos eventos,
puede llamar al 269-903-0197.

february 2014

“ Wa i t i ng i n J o y f u l H o p e ”

Here & There
Here & There publishes parish,
Catholic school and diocesan-sponsored events. Submissions should
be sent to Vicki Cessna,
vcessna@dioceseofkalamazoo.org

FEBRUARY
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
February 3: Why Faith: Interpretation Bible, St. Mary Rectory meeting
room, St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo,
6 p.m. A new program intended to assist faithful Catholics in learning more
about their faith and learning how to be
succinct in defending the faith. Meets
the first Monday of the month. Contact:
Jamin Herold, 269-903-0141 or
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
February 6,13: Six Session Dynamic
Catholic Workshop, St. Monica
Parish, two sessions available 12:30 –
2:30 pm or 7-9 p.m. Participants will
receive a free copy of Four Signs of a
Dynamic Catholic. Cost: Free.
To register call St. Monica Parish,
269-345-4389.
February 7-9: The Presence High
School Retreat, Hackett Catholic Central. The Presence high school retreat
is a chance for teens to encounter the
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
The weekend retreat will feature music,
talks and Eucharistic Adoration. Contact: Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139,
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
February 8: “Reflecting on the
Paschal Mystery in our Lives” Retreat hosted by Lambda Catholics, St.
Thomas More Catholic Student Parish,
Kalamazoo, 10 am – 6 pm. Lambda
Catholics is a group approved by the
Diocese of Kalamazoo for lesbian and
gay Catholics and their friends. The retreat concludes with an optional dinner
after the retreat. Cost will be $15. You
may register by calling St. Thomas
More offices 269-381-8917.
February 10: Theological Debate
Club for Men. Topic: Worship. TGI
Fridays, West Main Street, Kalamazoo,
7-9 pm. Meets the 2nd Monday, every
other even-numbered months. Contact
Jamin Herold, Diocese of Kalamazoo,
269-903-0141.
February 10: World Day of the Sick
Mass, Borgess Hospital Lawrence
Center with Bishop Bradley, noon.
Mattawan:
February 15: Monthly Energizer, St.
John Bosco Parish, Mattawan, 6 – 8
pm. The Monthly Energizer gives all a
chance to get a bolt of faith energy
each month as we gather for music,
talks, (crafts for kids) and adoration.
Meets the third Saturday of the month
September – May with a break in
December. Contact: Jamin Herold,
269-903-0141,
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or
Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139,
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
EASTERN DEANERY:
Battle Creek:
February: On the Rock – Young
Adult Offering, St. Philip Parish, Battle
Creek, 7 pm. Join young adults college
age through 30s as together we embark on a year long journey to encounter Jesus Christ as he is present
among us and within our daily lives.
Cost: Free Contact:
Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139 or
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

Outside the Diocese:
Lansing:
February 20, 2014: How to Save Your
Marriage before Meeting your
Spouse (College) with Jason Evert,
Thursday, Feb 20 - 7pm Michigan State
University, East Lansing, MI.
St. Thomas Church/St. John’s Student
Center http://chastityproject.com/seminars/events/
Ferdinand, IN:
February 14-16 High School Come &
See Weekend, The Sisters of St.
Benedict in Ferdinand, Indiana are
holding a Come & See event for high
school girls, freshmen to seniors. This
is a chance to learn what it is like to be
a nun in today’s world. Pray, eat, and
recreate with the sisters. For more information call Sister Michelle Sinkhorn
at 800-738-9999, or visit our web page
www.thedome.org/vocations, where
you can also register online, or email
vocation@thedome.org.
Parent permission is required.
MARCH
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
March 4: Why Faith: Ashes and
Palms Why do Catholic have Rituals,
St. Mary Rectory meeting room, St.
Mary Parish, Kalamazoo, 6 pm. A new
program intended to assist faithful
Catholics in learning more about their
faith and learning how to be succinct in
defending the faith. Meets the first
Monday of the month. Contact:
Jamin Herold, 269-903-0141 or
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
March 9: Rite of Election,
St. Augustine Cathedral, 3 p.m.,
followed by diocesan reception.
Snow date March 16.
Mattawan:
March 15: Monthly Energizer,
St. John Bosco Parish, Mattawan, 6-8
pm. The Monthly Energizer gives all a
chance to get a bolt of faith energy
each month as we gather for music,
talks, (crafts for kids) and adoration.
Meets the third Saturday of the month
September – May with a break in
December. Contact: Jamin Herold,
269-903-0141,
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or
Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139,
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
Portage:
March 14: On the Rock – Young
Adult Offering, St. Catherine of Siena
Parish, Portage, 7 pm. Join young
adults college age through 30s as
together we embark on a year long
journey to encounter Jesus Christ as
he is present among us and within our
daily lives. Cost: Free. Contact:
Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139 or
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
EASTERN DEANERY
Battle Creek:
March 1: Better Dads with Rick
Johnson, St. Philip Parish, Battle
Creek. Contact: St. Philip Parish,
269-968-6645.
March 13: Kalamazoo Diocese Council of Catholic Women Lenten Day of
Spiritual Renewal, St. Philip Parish,
Battle Creek, 8 am – 3 pm. Bishop
Murray will help us celebrate The Joy
of Lent. Check in begins at 8 am with
closing Mass at 2 pm. Register with
Sue Annis, KDCCW treasurer at
m89gang@aol.com or 269-629-5757.

March 18: Stewardship Network
Meetings, St. Philip Parish Seton Center, 6:30 pm. The meeting is open to
pastors, staff members and lay leaders
throughout the diocese who are interested in learning more about stewardship as it applies to parish life. Contact:
Terry Hageman, 269-903-0173 or
thageman@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
March 22: Diocesan Youth Rally.
Keynote speaker Jackie Francois. Contact: Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139 or
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
SOUTHWEST DEANERY
Cassopolis:
March 29-30: Celebrating St. Francis
of Assisi, an overnight retreat for
Adults with Disabilities, Camp
Friedenswald Lakeview Lodge, Cassopolis, 9:30 am Saturday – 1 pm Sunday. Cost: $35, scholarships available.
Registration deadline, March 14, 2014.
Contact: Lisa Irwin, 269-903-0177 or
lirwin@dioceseofkalamazoo.org
OUTSIDE THE DIOCESE
Grand Rapids:
March 1: Regional Stewardship Conference, 8:30 am – 1:30 pm. Co-sponsored by Diocese of Grand Rapids,
Diocese of Kalamazoo & Diocese of
Lansing.
Ferdinand, Ind.:
March 14-16 Come & See Event, Sisters of St. Benedict, Ferdinand, Indiana
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Digital Church Conference

March 7 — Sponsored by the Secretariat for Communication and
Public Affairs. One-day workshop with leading online experts Brandon
Vogt, Josh Simmons and Matthew Warner designed to equip ministry
leaders and the faithful in the new media and how to use it to advance
the new evangelization. Cost is $60 and includes lunch. Contact:
Vicki Cessna, 269-903-0163 for more information or download
registration form at www.digitalchurchconference.com/kalamazoo
- March 14-16, 2014 For single,
Catholic woman ages of 18 to 40. Get
to know our Benedictine sisters, share
in our community life and prayer, and
meet other women who are considering
religious life - no pressure, no commitment! For more information or to register online, visit
www.thedome.org/vocations, or call
Sister Michelle Sinkhorn at 800-7349999, or email vocation@thedome.org.

APRIL
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
April 7: Why Faith: Necessity of Crucifixion, St. Mary Rectory meeting
room, St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo, 6
pm. A new program intended to assist
faithful Catholics in learning more
about their faith and learning how to be
succinct in defending the faith. Meets
the first Monday of the month. Contact:
Jamin Herold, 269-903-0141 or
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

The Presence second annual retreat designed
to transform high schoolers’ faith
After a successful first year, The Presence
high school retreat returns again to Hackett
Catholic Central high school, February 7-9.
This Friday to Sunday retreat is design to give
teens an opportunity to spend time in Eucharistic adoration with their peers.
In his homily on Corpus Christi Sunday last year, Pope Francis challenged people to let Jesus in the Eucharist transform their lives. “Jesus
this evening gives Himself to us in the Eucharist… the power of God,
which is that of love, descends into our poverty to transform it.” The
focus of The Presence likewise shows young people that Christ must be
at the center of their lives.
The format includes Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eucharistic adoration, prayer, talks, music and fellowship to provide an opportunity for young people to develop a deep and lasting personal
relationship with Jesus in the Eucharist.
The retreat also includes talks by keynote speaker Rev. Stan Fortuna,
the “rapping priest,” and musical talent Full Armor. Late registrations
may still be accepted at the cost of $90.
Registration may be made through the parish youth minister
or by contacting Tim McNamara (269) 903-0139,
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org. For more information visit:
www.thepresencekalamazoo.org

EWTN’s Raymond Arroyo to speak
in Grand Rapids
The 2014 Catholic Studies Speakers Series sponsored by the Acton
Institute, Holy Family Radio and Aquinas College, will feature EWTN’s
popular television personality Raymond Arroyo on February 25, 2014 at
the Wege Center at Aquinas College in Grand Rapids.
Arroyo is an internationally known, award-winning journalist, producer, New
York Times Bestselling author and lead anchor for EWTN. He will be speaking
on The Alluring Beauty of Art. The presentation begins at 7 p.m. and is free and
open to the public. For more information, contact Lisa Brown, 616-956-1140,
lisabrown@holyfamilyradio.net.

Making a Report of Sexual Misconduct
A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s
Sexual Misconduct Question and Reporting Line: 877-802-0115. A caller will be requested
to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding
sexual misconduct will be returned, usually within one hour. This toll-free
telephone number has been established as a part of the diocese's effort to protect
children, young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and ministries.
This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within diocesan institutions and ministries only. If you have some other concern about diocesan schools, parishes
or ministries, please contact the appropriate
diocesan school, parish or office directly. In all cases of sexual abuse you
are encouraged to report all cases to the local police or protective services.

April 14: Theological Debate Club
for Men. Topic: Mary, Angels & Saints.
TGI Fridays, West Main Street, Kalamazoo, 7-9 pm. Meets the 2nd Monday, every other even-numbered
months. Contact Jamin Herold, Diocese of Kalamazoo, 269-903-0141.
April 15: Chrism Mass, St. Augustine
Cathedral, followed by diocesan
reception, 6 p.m.
Mattawan:
April 19: Monthly Energizer, St. John
Bosco Parish, Mattawan, 6 – 8 pm. The
Monthly Energizer gives all a chance to
get a bolt of faith energy each month
as we gather for music, talks, (crafts for
kids) and adoration. Meets the third
Saturday of the month September –
May with a break in December. Contact: Jamin Herold, 269-903-0141,
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or
Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139, tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
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Two earn prestigious Eagle Scout rank
Austin Tobias is a parishioner of
St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Delton.
For his Eagle project, Austin restored the
first cabin you see from the entrance on
the camp grounds of the Battle Creek
Outdoor Education center. “This project
included replacing rusted boards, installing new shingles on the roof, [and]
scraping and painting the logs on the
outside of the cabin,” said Tobias. With
the help from family, friends, volunteers,
and other scouts, Tobias directed and
managed the planning, implementation,
and completion of this project so the
folks who live in this cabin during the
summer months can experience the cabin as it was originally intended
during the 1940’s.
Conor McDonald is from Troop
244 in Portage, Mich. For his Eagle
Scout project, he planned, organized,
and constructed two” Ga-Ga” pits
for 12th Street Elementary School.
From contacting and working with
the school to obtaining the necessary
materials for the project, a number
of generous donors and volunteers
came forward to help Conor make
this vision a reality. Logging many
hours (331 to be exact), Conor and
his team of volunteers saw this project from initiation until completion.
Throughout the course of the
year, The Good News is interested in
doing articles highlighting our scouts who have achieved the rank of
Eagle. This information can be sent to the Catholic Committee on Scouting at tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

Fifteen men representing 11 parishes are currently studying for the diaconate. The formation program
requires attendance at weekly classes, Saturday workshops and an annual retreat. The men shown
above celebrated the Rite of Candidacy with Bishop Bradley last fall. Those completing formation will
anticipate ordination in 2017.

Holy Family Radio recently
launched a locally-produced
program entitled “Faith and
Reason” with host Dr. John
Peinhero (shown above, far
right). The show airs live on
Fridays at Noon with an encore
airing on Saturdays at 11 a.m.
Holy Family radio is available as
1140 AM in Grand Rapids and
91.5 FM in Kalamazoo or may be
streamed live on the internet at
www.holyfamilyradio.net.

