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The Good News
CRS Rice Bowl celebrates 40 years of
changing lives around the world
Diocese will host Facebook contest
for local participants
Baltimore, MD — This year marks the 40th anniversary of CRS Rice
Bowl, the largest and oldest Lenten program used by millions of
Catholics across the United States known for its iconic and symbolic
cardboard ‘rice bowl.’ The program has evolved over multiple generations to become a tradition for Catholic families, parishes and religious
educators. Since its inception, millions of Catholics have contributed
alms totaling $250 million to support efforts that fight poverty and
hunger in dioceses across the U.S. and overseas.
Pope Francis has captured the
world’s attention to the plight of
hunger and poverty around the
world. He said, “the scandal that
millions of people suffer from
hunger must not paralyze us, but
push each and every one of us to act:
singles, families, communities, institutions, governments, to eliminate
this injustice.” People looking for a
way to respond to this call will find
CRS Rice Bowl is a proven and robust response.
Begun in 1975 in Allentown,
Pennsylvania as a response to the
famine in the African Sahel region,
the idea took hold and was adopted by the U.S. Bishops as a national response to hunger around the world. A year later, the initiative became an
official program of CRS as “Operation Rice Bowl.” Known today as
‘CRS Rice Bowl,’ the program uses donations to support CRS’ humanitarian programs in 93 countries overseas, providing life-saving assistance
and hope to impoverished and vulnerable communities. Twenty-five percent of the total contributions remain in the dioceses where they were
given and often fund food pantries, community gardens and outreach to
vulnerable populations in the U.S.
The look and feel of the program has evolved overtime and today incorporates a wide variety of resources for people — at any age — to
make Lent a deeper and more fulfilling experience. In addition to a full
collection of resources for educators, parish leaders and parents, there is
a CRS Rice Bowl app for people to use on their mobile devices.
For the 40th anniversary, the program offers two new video series
along with a video made especially for young children. The popular
“CRS Global Kitchen” video features Fr. Leo Patalinghug, host of
GracebeforeMeals.com, who cooks five meatless recipes from this year’s
recipe collection. The dishes are
from the countries featured in the
“Stories of Hope” collection available each week during Lent.
Another series, called “What is
Lent?,” features eight prominent
Catholic figures, including Cardinal
Timothy Dolan and popular authors
and speakers Rev. James Martin, SJ
and Chrisopher West, who answer
the question “What is Lent?” Between them, they illuminate topics
such as prayer, fasting, almsgiving,
and solidarity to show how these
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INSIDE NEWS

World Meeting of Families Diocesan Pilgrimage
The Diocese of Kalamazoo, in conjunction with Canterbury Pilgrimages and Tours Inc., is sponsoring
a seven-day pilgrimage to the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, Sept. 21-27. Pope Francis
has confirmed his attendance at the event. The Holy Father also announced he would be making
stops in New York and Washington D.C. during his trip to the United States.
For more information see story on page 7.

Diocese invites responses for October Ordinary Synod
Local Catholics invited to complete online questions or attend a deanery meeting
At the close of the Extraordinary Synod of Bishops in
2014, Pope Francis decided to make public the document
which summarized its work. He instructed that this document would also serve as the outline for the XIV Ordinary
Synod of Bishops in October 2015 on the topic, “The Vocation and Mission of the Family in the Church and the Contemporary World.”
Included in this document were questions to determine
how it is being received and to generate further input from
all around the world. In the Diocese of Kalamazoo, responses will be gathered in two ways. First those who wish
to respond to the questions should carefully and prayerfully
read the document. Then people may either use the rePhotography by Allyson Keller
sponse form provided by the diocese and/or they may attend
The mission and vocation of the family is the topic
one of the February scheduled deanery meetings. These
for the October Ordinary Synod.
deanery meetings will be facilitated by Deacon Kurt Lucas,
Executive Director of the Secretariat for Parish Life & Lay Leadership and Jamin Herold, Associate Director in
the Secretariat for Catholic Education & New Evangelization. The document and the response form are available at: www.diokzoo.org/consultation.
Two meetings were held earlier in the month in the Northern and Eastern deaneries. The remaining meetings are:
Central Deanery: Tuesday, February 10 at St. Monica, Kalamazoo’s Community Building at 7:30 p.m.
Lakeshore Deanery: Wednesday, February 11 at St. Bernard, Benton Harbor’s Parish Center at 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Deanery: Tuesday, February 17 at Holy Angels, Sturgis’ church basement at 6 p.m.
Southwest Deanery: Tuesday, February 24 at St. Mary, Niles’ Parish Center at 7 p.m.
Diocesan staff will compile all responses and send a summary document to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. All diocesan responses from around the country will then be gathered into one report and
sent to the Vatican. For more on the history of Synods and the impact on the life of the Church see page 8.

Priests Retirement Collection to be held
March 1st
For the second year the diocese will conduct the Priests Retirement
Collection. Last year generous parishioners donated close to
$120,000 to the inaugural fund which helps ensure adequate
retirement and health coverage in the years ahead for the priests
who have sacrificially served the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
For more information on the collection see page 5.
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From the Editor
By Victoria Cessna

Communication Director & Editor of The Good News

It remains a mystery to this day. The great Valentine’s
Day card disappearance. It’s a case that dates back to
the ‘70’s when I was changing out my boots for my
shoes and eager to start my day in Mrs. Wilson’s kindergarten class. I
turned to retrieve my bag of carefully folded valentines that I had set
down beside me and they were gone. Poof! My five-year-old heart was
broken and even as classmates plopped their own valentines into my
pink-tissue, heart-decorated Kleenex box, I was still inconsolable.
I’ve had an “eh” attitude about Valentine’s Day ever-since.
Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m certainly not one to turn my nose up at a
carefully-selected box of chocolates or a bouquet of flowers, and I’ve delighted in passing out valentines to my own family and Sunday school
students. But for me there’s still an involuntary eye-roll to the superficial
nature of the holiday and the almost-mandatory nature of it.
Also, the more I journey through this life, the more I’m appreciative of
the wisdom of the ancient Greeks who understood the full complexity
and meaning wrapped up in just four letters. You see, the Greeks had at
least six different words to describe love: eros, sexual passion; philia,
deep friendship; ludus, playful love; agape, love for everyone; pragma,
longstanding love; and philautia, love of the self.
As humans, if we’re fortunate, we’ll live our lives encountering each
type of love as outlined by the Greeks. However, as Christians, our faith
teaches us that at the center of our hearts should be the most important
one — agape — or selfless love.
Understandably, that’s not an easy task but it’s one were called to strive
towards every day as our hearts are not centered in the superficial but in
God.
Pope Francis explained Christian love this way in a recent homily,
“Remaining in the love of God,” he said, “is not so much an ecstasy of
the heart, a nice thing to feel…the love John speaks of is not the love of
soap operas! Christian love has a particular quality: concreteness. Jesus
Himself, when He speaks of love, speaks to us about concrete things:
feeding the hungry, visiting the sick... Love is concrete... And when this
concreteness is not there, you can live a Christianity of illusions, because
you don’t understand where the centre of Jesus’ message is.”
So this month, go ahead and shower your Valentine, but don’t forget to
love one another along the way.

Pope Francis FEBRUARY Intentions
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lives of dignity.
Evangelization: That married
people who are separated may find
welcome and support in the
Christian community.
The Good News for the
Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo
I hereby designate The Good News as the
official publication of the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
All notices and regulations, appointments,
assignments, etc. issued under the caption “Official” are to be regarded as official communications of the
Bishop of Kalamazoo. Opinion columns, features and
letters to the editor that appear in the publication do not
necessarily reflect the opinions held by The Good News
or the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
+Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley
Bishop of Kalamazoo

Victoria Cessna, ext. 1350
COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR & EDITOR
Terry L. Hageman, ext. 1302
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, GRAPHICS & ADVERTISING
Fanny Tabares, D. Min.
Director of Hispanic Ministry, ext. 1236
SPANISH EDITOR
Sarah DeMott, ext. 1366
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

PUBLISHED: monthly/10 times per year
DISTRIBUTION: The first weekend of the month via parish bulletins.
Circulation: 20,000. DEADLINES: Advertising reservations by the 1st of the month preceding the
month of publication. Mailing address: THE GOOD NEWS, Diocese of Kalamazoo, 215 N. Westnedge
Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760. Fax 269-349-6440, Telephone: 269-903-0163.
Email: thegoodnews@diokzoo.org.
NOTICE: The February edition will be distributed in all parishes February 7 & 8..

Three religious sisters from
Colombia begin ministry in
Diocese of Kalamazoo
The Diocese of Kalamazoo welcomes Sister Berley Gamez,
Sister Maryud Cortes and Sister Yuliana Rua of the congregation
Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit from Colombia
who will be here for a five year period, until 2019. The arrival of
the Sisters was possible due to the economic help provided by the
organization, Catholic Extension. For many years the Diocese has
brought Sisters to minister to our migrant farm workers for one or
two months. The Sisters have a great capacity and sensibility to
minister to the families and people in need. Through their commitment, the Sisters will be able to reach inside the people's
hearts, no matter their age. They will also bring much joy with the
many gifts they have, such as their music and dynamic activities
The Sisters will help in the pastoral of San Felipe de Jesus,
Pearl and the Lakeshore Deanery providing vocational retreats for
the youth of the parishes. They will also visit the Hispanic/Latinos Pictured L-R: Sister Berley Gamez, Sister Maryud
of San Felipe de Jesus and the Lakeshore Deanery to learn about Cortes and Sister Yuliana Rua.
their reality as they offer them the richness of the Good News, answering to the New Evangelization call.

Midwest-born Adrian Dominican sister chosen
to lead Catholic Charities USA
of Detroit and was named a fellow in the
By Catholic News Service
American Association of Clinical PsycholALEXANDRIA, Va. (CNS) — Dominican
ogists.
Sister Donna Markham has been chosen to
Beforehand, she served for 10 years as
succeed Father Larry Snyder as the new
the president of the Southdown Institute in
president of Catholic Charities USA.
Ontario, and was the founding director of
Sister Donna becomes the first woman
the Dominican Consultation Center in Deto lead Catholic Charities, which was
troit, serving there for 13 years. Both
founded in 1910. She will officially take
agencies focused on the psychological
over from Father Snyder June 1.
care of people in ministry.
In a Jan. 12 telephone interview with
From 2004 to 2010, Sister Donna was
Catholic News Service, Sister Donna said
Dominican Sister Donna
Markham has been chosen prioress of the Adrian Dominican congreit is “a wonderful story” that three of the
to succeed Rev. Larry
United States’ leading Catholic service or- Snyder as the new president gation in Michigan, and served a one-year
of Catholic Charities USA. term in 1991-92 as president of the Leadganizations are headed by women, listing
ership Conference of Women Religious.
Carolyn Woo, president of Catholic Relief
She also served eight years as a member of Catholic
Services, and Sister Carol Keehan, a Daughter of
Charity who is president and CEO of the Catholic
Charities' board of trustees, two of those as board
Health Association.
chair.
“I see myself as number three — at least,” Sister
Catholic Charities USA is the national office for
Donna said. “It’ the first time for Catholic Charities,
Catholic Charities agencies nationwide, which help a
but certainly not the first time in this country.”
combined 9 million-plus people a year regardless of
Currently president of the Behavioral Health Inreligious, social or economic backgrounds.
stitute for Mercy Health based in Cincinnati, Sister
Born in Illinois north of Chicago, Sister Donna
grew up mostly in Michigan and Ontario, earning her
Donna, a board-certified clinical psychologist, has a
first college degree from the University of Toronto.
doctorate in clinical psychology from the University
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Rev. Robert Creagan, pastor, St.
Catherine of Siena Church, became
a member of the Equestrian Order
of the Holy Sepulchre. Fr. Creagan
was nominated by Bishop Bradley
for this papal honor. He joins Fr.
Brian Stanley, KHS (since 2006),
Sir Michael Emmons, KC*HS
Rev. Robert Creagan
(since 1995) and Sir Richard
Rosenthal of Niles, KHS (since 1969) as members of
the Order in the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
Becoming a member of the Order means a commitment for life. The commitment is to be a witness to
the faith, to lead an exemplary Christian life of continuing charity in support of the Christian communities in the Holy Land, and to maintain the true

charitable commitment of a Christian. The purpose of
an individual in joining the Order should be to serve
the Catholic Church and to support the efforts of the
Church and the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem to
maintain the Christian presence in the Holy Land. The
Holy Father has given the Order the two-fold modern
day mission of fostering the practice of the Christian
life in the modern world and the preservation of the
faith in the Holy Land. This is accomplished by
prayer, evangelization and almsgiving.
In May 2014, Fr. Creagan made a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land to celebrate his 25th anniversary of
priestly ordination. With this new honor, he will be
promoting support for the Church in the Holy Land
and praying for peace in Jerusalem. When asked
about this recognition, Fr. Creagan said, “I am grateful to be a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre. I accept his
new duty to raise attention for the needs of the Church
in the places that Jesus made sacred by His presence.”
Additional information about the Order can be found
at http://www.eohsj.net or www.eohsjnorthcentral.org
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The Bishop’s Perspective

La Perspectiva del Obispo

Listening to God’s Call for our Life

Escuchando el llamado de Dios para nuestra vida

“Do not wish to be anything but what you are and try to be that perfectly.”
— St. Frances de Sales
February, while the shortest month in the calendar, certainly doesn’t always seem
that way as we hunker down for winter storms and equip ourselves with extra
layers of clothing and a variety of snow tools as we do “battle” with Mother Nature. We regularly check our radar apps and listen intently to our TV weather forecasters so we can be
ready for whatever is coming our way. This type of preparation and planning keeps us safe
and makes our journey more pleasant.
So while we have good reason to spend an inordinate amount of time focused on the weather
during these February days, it makes me wonder if we give the same attention to listening to
and planning for what God’s plan is for our lives. Are we equally as “equipped” with the discernment and knowledge for what we are called to do in our lives as we are with our snow
shovels and detailed weather apps? Do we take the time to prayerfully discern our true vocation?
Just as we do to forecast the weather, wouldn’t it be great to have a “Vocations” app for our
smart phones? We could punch in our likes, interests, hopes and dreams and the app would
give us a detailed plan for achieving our life’s vocation. But, of course, we know that our
lives are not that methodical, or predictable, don’t we?
The word “vocation” comes from the Latin word “vocatio” which means “calling.” For
many people, the very word “vocation” automatically connotes only a “calling” to the priesthood or religious life. But in fact the word is much more encompassing. Our lives as Christians are understood in the context of our baptismal vocation. Through baptism, all of us are
called by God to become disciples of Jesus, discovering, developing and sharing our gifts
and talents with others in service to help transform the world into the Kingdom of God. We
are called to lives of holiness; lives that will lead us to our ultimate reward of eternal life
with God in Heaven.
We begin listening for this call from the time we are little children. “What do you want to be
when you grow up?” As children we heard this question posed to us many times. Our young
minds might first hang on to the fantasy of being a Major-League baseball player or astronaut or Oscar-winning actor. But as fine as those things are, and as important as it is to
dream, what we do as our job, or career, is really only a part of what our true vocation is
from God.
Achieving and living out our baptismal promises is our basic vocation in life, our calling.
We may do this in one of three basic life-choices: as a single person, a married person, or as
a priest, deacon, or a person who takes vows for consecrated life (religious sisters, brothers
and priests).
Here in our Diocese we are blessed to have the Sisters of St. Joseph at Nazareth Center as a
vibrant and long-standing part of the Church here in southwest Michigan. Their remarkable
legacy dates back to 1889 when 11 brave sisters arrived here from Watertown, NY with
(then) Father Francis O’Brien to establish a hospital. It was the beginning of Borgess Hospital, which the Sisters have overseen as their primary ministry for these 125 years. They also
founded Nazareth College as a prestigious institution of higher learning in our community
until its closing in 1992. In addition, the Sisters have witnessed to Jesus’ loving presence
through teaching in our Catholic Schools and through outreach to the poor and vulnerable
members of our society. Along with the Sisters of St. Joseph, our Diocese is blessed to have
religious priests, sisters, and brothers serving in many of our parishes.
Pope Francis has called the entire Church to a year-long celebration of Religious/Consecrated Life by designating this as the Year of Consecrated Life. In our Diocese, we launched
this Year on February 2, 2015, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, and it will conclude
on February 2, 2016. This special year is similar to previous themed-years, such as the Year
of the Priest (2009-10) or the Year of St. Paul (2008-09). The Year of Consecrated Life,
which also marks the 50th anniversary of Perfectae Caritatis, a Vatican decree on religious
life, and Lumen Gentium, the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church, celebrates the powerful charism of religious life and its contribution to the entire
Church.
On February 2nd in the Holy Family Chapel at Nazareth Center, we launched this Year of
Consecrated Life with people from all over the Diocese being invited to join in the beautiful
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, with a special focus on thanking those who have consecrated their lives to God. Throughout the remainder of this Year, there will also be various
parish observances.
What is the reason for this Year of Consecrated Life? In his letter to religious women and
men, Pope Francis expresses three main goals for the Year: 1) to look to the past with
Continued on page 4

“No desees ser sino lo que tú eres e intenta serlo a la perfección.”
— San Francisco de Sales
Febrero, mientras que es el mes más corto del calendario, ciertamente no siempre
parece ser así, al resguardarnos de las tormentas de invierno y equiparnos con
capas adicionales de ropa y una variedad de herramientas de nieve mientras “batallamos”
con la Madre Naturaleza. Revisamos periódicamente nuestras aplicaciones de radar y escuchamos atentamente a nuestros meteorólogos en la televisión para poder estar listos para
lo que se nos venga encima. Este tipo de preparación y planificación nos mantiene seguros y
hace que nuestro viaje sea más agradable.
Así, mientras que tenemos buenas razones para gastar una cantidad excesiva de tiempo, centrados en el clima durante estos días de febrero, hace que me pregunte si le damos la misma
atención a la escucha y planificación de lo que es el plan de Dios para nuestras vidas. ¿Estamos igualmente “equipados” con el discernimiento y conocimiento para lo que estamos llamados a hacer en nuestras vidas como lo estamos con nuestras palas de nieve y aplicaciones
meteorológicas detalladas? ¿Nos tomamos el tiempo para discernir en oración nuestra verdadera vocación?
Del mismo modo que lo hacemos para pronosticar el tiempo, ¿no sería genial tener una aplicación de “vocaciones” para nuestros teléfonos inteligentes? Podríamos darle me gusta a lo
que nos agrada, intereses, esperanzas y sueños y la aplicación nos daría un plan detallado
para lograr la vocación de nuestra vida. Pero, por supuesto, sabemos que nuestras vidas no
son tan metódicas, o predecibles, ¿no?
La palabra “vocación” viene de la palabra latina “vocatio”, que significa “llamado.” Para
muchas personas, la misma palabra “vocación” connota automáticamente sólo una “llamada” al sacerdocio o a la vida religiosa. Pero, de hecho, la palabra es mucho más abarcadora. Nuestras vidas como cristianos se entienden en el contexto de nuestra vocación
bautismal. Por el bautismo, todos nosotros estamos llamados por Dios a ser discípulos de
Jesús, descubriendo, desarrollando y compartiendo nuestros dones y talentos con los demás
en el servicio para ayudar a transformar el mundo en el Reino de Dios. Estamos llamados a
vidas de santidad; vidas que nos llevarán a nuestra máxima recompensa de la vida eterna con
Dios en el Cielo.
Empezamos escuchando a esta convocatoria desde el momento en que somos niños pequeños. “¿Qué quieres ser cuando seas grande?” De niños escuchamos esta pregunta
muchas veces. Nuestras mentes jóvenes podrían primero aferrarse a la fantasía de ser jugador de béisbol de Grandes Ligas, astronauta o actor ganador del Oscar. Pero así de buenas
como son esas cosas, y tan importante como es soñar, lo que hacemos como nuestro trabajo
o carrera, es en realidad sólo una parte de lo que desde Dios es nuestra verdadera vocación.
Lograr y vivir nuestras promesas bautismales es nuestra vocación básica en la vida, nuestro
llamado. Podemos hacer esto en una de las tres opciones básicas de la vida: como soltero/a,
como una persona casada, como sacerdote, diácono, o una persona que toma los votos para
la vida consagrada (hermanas religiosas, hermanos y sacerdotes).
Aquí, en nuestra diócesis tenemos la bendición de tener las Hermanas de San José en el Centro de Nazaret como parte vibrante y de larga data de la Iglesia aquí en el suroeste de Michigan. Su notable legado se remonta a 1889, cuando 11 valientes hermanas llegaron aquí
Watertown, NY con el (entonces) padre Francis O’Brien para establecer un hospital. Fue el
principio del Hospital Borgess, el que las hermanas han supervisado como su ministerio
principal en estos 125 años. También fundaron el Colegio Nazaret como una prestigiosa institución de educación superior en nuestra comunidad hasta su cierre en 1992. Además las
hermanas han sido testigos de la presencia amorosa de Jesús a través de la enseñanza en
nuestras escuelas católicas y a través de su compromiso con los miembros pobres y vulnerables de nuestra sociedad. Junto con las Hermanas de San José, nuestra Diócesis tiene la bendición de tener sacerdotes religiosos, hermanas y hermanos que sirven en muchas de
nuestras parroquias.
El Papa Francisco ha convocado a toda la Iglesia a una celebración de todo el año de Religiosos / Vida Consagrada mediante la designación de este como el Año de la Vida Consagrada. En nuestra Diócesis, lanzamos este año el 2 de febrero de 2015, la fiesta de la
Presentación del Señor, y concluirá el 2 de febrero de 2016. Este año especial es similar a
anteriores años temáticos, tales como el Año de la Sacerdote (2009-10) o el Año de St. Paul
(2008-09). El Año de la Vida Consagrada, que también marca el 50 aniversario de Perfectae
Caritatis, un decreto del Vaticano sobre la vida religiosa, y Lumen Gentium, Constitución
dogmática del Concilio Vaticano II sobre la Iglesia, celebra el poderoso carisma de la vida
religiosa y su contribución a la Iglesia entera.
El 2 de febrero en la Capilla de la Sagrada Familia del Centro de Nazaret, lanzaremos este
Año de la Vida Consagrada con gente de toda la Diócesis siendo invitados a unirse en la hermosa celebración de la Santa Eucaristía, con un enfoque especial agradeciendo a quienes han
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National Catholic Youth Choir seeks singers
Deadline to apply is March 27, 2015
The National Catholic Youth Choir is currently seeking Catholic
high school singers to apply for the June 15 – June 30, 2015, choral
camp and multi-state concert tour; applications are online at
www.CatholicYouthChoir.org and are due March 27, 2015.
The choral camp and multi-state concert tour will be held June 15 –
June 30, 2015 at St. John’s Abbey & University, Collegeville, Minn.
Applicants must be Catholic high school students entering grades 9, 10,
11, & 12 in fall of 2015.
The cost is $1,100 and scholarships available.
Contact: 320-363-3154 Email: ncyc@csbsju.edu

40 Days for Life – using prayer, fasting and
outreach to save lives
By Sarah DeMott
Drawing on the strength of our Lord, who spent 40 days in the desert
in prayer, 40 Days for Life is an annual time of prayer, fasting and peaceful
outreach to help save lives and bring an end to abortion. The largest internationally coordinated pro-life campaign, 40 Days for Life unites more than
650,000 volunteers across 27 nations in prayer.
Locally, an Opening Rally will kick off the campaign on Monday, February 16 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Hackett Catholic Prep. Vigils will be held at
Planned Parenthood from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day, February 18 through
March 29.
“40 Days for Life is an excellent opportunity to stand in prayerful witness for the sanctity and dignity of human life at all stages,” says Lisa Irwin,
Associate Director, Sanctity of the Human Person for the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
There will be a “Mid-Point Inspiration Rally” on Sunday, March 8 from
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Planned Parenthood. The closing baby shower
celebration will be held at Caring Network on Sunday, March 29 from 3:30
p.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, contact Brenda Sinkovitz at 269-254-9337
or Email: 40dayskalamazoo@gmail.com.

DILLON HALL
If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start
enjoying the better things in life!
Take a close look at
Dillon Hall Apartments.
You’ll enjoy convenient
maintenance-free living in
your own apartment.
Call today: (269) 342-0263

A sponsored ministry of the Congregation of St. Joseph.

3301 Gull Rd. #308, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!

• Pay 30% of your income for rent
• Utilities Included
• Emergency response system
• Low cost lunch
• On-site laundry room
• Beauty salon
• Storage unit included
• Community garden
• Beautiful community room
• Metro bus stop located on site
• Weekly trips to grocery shopping

The Bishop’s Perspective
Continued from page 3

gratitude; 2) to
live the present with passion; and 3) to
embrace the future with hope. It is a
time for both consecrated women and
men, as well as the laity, to gain a deeper understanding of this special vocation in the Church.
Pope Francis specifically addresses the clergy and
religious when he writes, “I am counting on you “to
wake up the world”. With that in mind, the theme
for the Year for Consecrated Life is: “Wake up the
World.”
The Year is not meant to be solely directed at celebrating those who are living their lives in the vocation of consecrated religious, but also to raise
awareness among all the laity. As Pope Francis
writes,
I urge you, as laity, to live this Year for
Consecrated Life as a grace which can make you
more aware of the gift you yourselves have
received. Celebrate it with your entire family, so
that you can grow and respond together to the
promptings of the Spirit in society today. On some
occasions when consecrated men and women from
different Institutes come together, arrange to be
present yourselves so as to give expression to the
one gift of God. In this way you will come to know
the experiences of other charismatic families and
other lay groups, and thus have an opportunity for
mutual enrichment and support.
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, throughout this
special Year for Consecrated Life, there are many
ways we can answer Pope Francis’ call and be in
solidarity with the Catholic community around the
world by “waking ourselves up” by considering a
few of these simple suggestions:
• Pray for religious vocations as a family at
mealtime or during your bedtime prayers;
• Ask your pastor or a religious person to share
with you their vocations story;
• Encourage a young person to consider a
vocation to the religious life;
• Learn more about the legacy and
contributions of Religious in our own diocese;
• Study the lives of the saints.
As Pope Francis wrote, I ask the whole Christian
people to be increasingly aware of the gift which is
the presence of our many consecrated men and
women, heirs of the great saints who have written
the history of Christianity. What would the Church
be without Saint Benedict and Saint Basil, without
Saint Augustine and Saint Bernard, without Saint
Francis and Saint Dominic, Saint Ignatius of Loyola and Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint Angelica Merici
and Saint Vincent de Paul.
Throughout this Year for Consecrated Life the diocese will be sharing with you many more opportunities to expand our knowledge about and awareness
of the great gift that religious life is here in our
Local Church. It is my hope and prayer that as we
become better “equipped” with our spiritual tools,
we will serve as better guides to accompany those
walking along with us on our life journey, and
“wake up the world” so that we can listen for and
respond to God’s call.
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consagrado sus vidas a Dios. Durante todo el resto de
este año, también habrá varias observaciones parroquiales.
¿Cuál es el motivo de este Año de la Vida Consagrada?
En su carta a los religiosos y religiosas, el Papa Francisco
expresa tres objetivos principales para el año: 1) mirar
hacia el pasado con gratitud; 2) vivir con pasión el presente; y 3) abrazar el futuro con esperanza. Es un tiempo
para que tanto mujeres como hombres consagrados, así
como los laicos, obtengan una comprensión más profunda de esta especial vocación en la Iglesia. El papa
Francisco se dirige específicamente a los clérigos y religiosos cuando escribe: “Cuento con ustedes” para despertar al mundo. Con esto en mente, el tema para el Año de
la Vida Consagrada es: “Despierten al mundo”.
El año no está destinado a ser exclusivamente dirigido a
la celebración de aquellos que están viviendo sus vidas
en la vocación de religiosos consagrados, sino también
para crear conciencia entre todos los laicos. Como el
Papa Francisco escribe:
También los animo a ustedes, fieles laicos, a vivir
este Año de la Vida Consagrada como una gracia que los
puede hacer más conscientes del don recibido.
Celébrenlo con toda la «familia» para crecer y responder
a las llamadas del Espíritu en la sociedad actual. En
algunas ocasiones, cuando los consagrados de diversos
Institutos se reúnan entre ellos este Año, procuren estar
presentes también ustedes, como expresión del único don
de Dios, con el fin de conocer las experiencias de otras
familias carismáticas, de los otros grupos laicos y se
enriquezcan y ayuden recíprocamente.
Queridas hermanas y hermanos en Cristo, a través de este
Año especial de la Vida Consagrada, hay muchas maneras en las que podemos responder al llamado del Papa
Francisco y estar en solidaridad con la comunidad
católica en todo el mundo “espertándonos a nosotros mismos”, considerando algunas de estas sencillas sugerencias:
• Oren por las vocaciones religiosas en familia a la hora
de comer o durante sus oraciones antes de dormir;
• Pidan a su pastor o una persona religiosa que
comparta con ustedes su historia vocacional;
• Animen a un/una joven a considerar la vocación a la
vida religiosa;
• Infórmense más sobre la herencia y contribuciones
de religiosos/as en nuestra propia diócesis;
• Estudien las vidas de los santos.
Como escribió el Papa Francisco, Me dirijo, pues, a todo
el pueblo cristiano, para que tome conciencia cada vez
más del don de tantos consagrados y consagradas,
herederos de grandes santos que han fraguado la historia
del cristianismo. ¿Qué sería la Iglesia sin san Benito y
san Basilio, san Agustín y san Bernardo, san Francisco y
santo Domingo, sin san Ignacio de Loyola y santa Teresa
de Ávila, santa Ángela Merici y san Vicente de Paúl?.
A lo largo de este Año de la Vida Consagrada la diócesis
va a compartir con ustedes muchas más oportunidades
para ampliar nuestro conocimiento y conciencia sobre el
gran regalo que la vida religiosa es aquí, en nuestra Iglesia local. Es mi esperanza y oración que al "equiparnos"
mejor con nuestras herramientas espirituales, serviremos
como mejores guías para acompañar a aquellos que caminan junto a nosotros en nuestro viaje de la vida, y “despertemos al mundo” para que podamos escuchar y
responder al llamado de Dios.

Heating Assistance Program continues through March
The Diocesean Heating Assistance Program (DHAP) provides emergency heating assistance to households
with in the nine counties of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. The program begins January 5th, 2015 and ends
March 30th. Services are performed by Heating Assistance Volunteers (HAVs) at Catholic Charities. The
program helps defray heating expenses and obtain heating resources (fuel oil, natural gas, electricity, firewood, etc). To apply for assistance, call your local parish/mission HAV. To obtain the name of your local HAV,
contact Catholic Charities via e-mail at info@ccdok.org or call 269-381-9800 during business hours.
A maximum of $250 is set for each eligible family.
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Parish announces closure of
St. Joseph Catholic School
Last month Rev. John Peter Ambrose, msfs, pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Watervliet, announced the official closing of the parish’s elementary school. St.
Joseph Elementary School, which had been in operation for 62 years, did not open for the current 20142015 school year this past September as parish and
diocesan leadership studied alternate school models
and analyzed sustainability potential. Citing the challenges of local demographics and economy, the pastor
and parish leadership made the recommendation to
close the school to Bishop Bradley which he accepted.
In a letter to parishioners dated January 11, Fr. Ambrose expressed sadness over the closing and affirmed
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the parish’s commitment to support those seeking
Catholic school education.
“While we have explored various alternative educational plans, it is clear that various factors, including our community’s economy and lack of families
with young children moving into our area, prevent us
from any longer keeping the school in operation,” he
wrote.
“We recognize and value the importance of a
quality Catholic School education in handing down
the Catholic faith, in evangelization, and in academic
excellence, “ added Fr. Ambrose, “and therefore will
continue to provide a subsidy for parishioner families
who choose to send their children to Lake Michigan
Catholic Schools or St. Basil Catholic School in
grades pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade.”

Dr. Scott Hahn stops by Kalamazoo to talk the family,
the Eucharist and the New Evangelization
the Eucharist and the New Evangelization,
By Sarah DeMott
are all relative to each of our lives in the
The Catholic Information
world today. We are very lucky to have
Center/Newman’s Bookshoppe’s annual
him.”
conference has steadily grown in size over
Part of the Catholic Information Centhe past 11 years. But organizers are exter’s mission is to bring in quality speakers
pecting to see a leap in attendance for the
who can speak in both an intellectual and
12th annual conference, on February 21st,
invigorating manner.
as they open the conference up to both
“He is the best selling Catholic author of
men and women, and welcome wildly
all time,” says Goffeney. “I know I speak
popular speaker and author, Dr. Scott
Keynote Speaker:
for a lot of people; Scott Hahn’s cd talks,
Hahn.
Dr. Scott Hahn
books and DVDs have helped us on our
Hahn will be giving three talks
journey to heaven. He has the ability to open up the
throughout the day-long event. His overall theme,
scriptures like nobody else, to paint a picture in your
“Joy to the World,” will be broken up into three topics: the family, the Eucharist and the New Evangeliza- mind and bring the scriptures alive. We are excited to
see him speak in person.”
tion.
Aside from the excitement the conference itself
Doors open for the conference at 7:30 a.m.
draws, Executive Director of the Catholic Information
in the Hackett Catholic Prep gymnasium.
Center Steve Goffeney thinks the quality and accessiThe day will begin with Mass celebrated by
bility of Hahn’s material will bring in people at all
Bishop Bradley at 8:30 a.m.
stages of their faith journey.
Advanced tickets are $30, or $10 for students.
“Scott Hahn coming is huge because he is such a
For more information on the conference and
dynamic speaker in high demand. As a former antitickets, call Newman’s Bookshoppe at
Catholic convert, he has this innate ability to speak
269-553-0482 or visit
about what life was like before he began living a life
www.newmansbookshoppe.com.
of faith,” says Goffeney. “His three talks, the family,

The Good News | 5

The Other Six Days

By Jane Knuth

Who Are the Needy?
Today at the St. Vincent de Paul store I am interviewing
an elderly lady whose income doesn’t cover her expenses.
She lives in the same house she has owned for thirty years, but the upkeep, the taxes, and the heating costs have outrun her pension. I gently
try to talk her into selling her home and finding an affordable apartment,
but she shakes her head. “My husband is dead. My children have their
own troubles. All I want is to live in my place until I die. Is that too much
to ask?”
Who are these people God sends to us? They live in Kalamazoo,
Portage, Comstock, Mattawan, Schoolcraft, Vicksburg, Scotts, Texas
Corners, Galesburg, Augusta, Hickory Corners and every other community in Kalamazoo County. They work at Borgess and Bronson, Stryker,
Pfizer, Western Michigan University, KVCC, and in city government.
The needy who come to us with overdue rent are the cooks and wait staff
at the nicest restaurants in the area. They drive the buses carrying our
children to school, and they are the teachers in the classrooms. Sitting in
the office crying over a utility bill, I have comforted realtors, car salesmen, social workers, financial advisors, adjunct professors, nurses, and a
medical intern’s wife.
This elderly lady in front of me could be anyone’s mother or grandmother. I pick up her paperwork again and look it over for some wiggle
room in her budget and that’s when I notice that her address is a block
from where I live.
She is my neighbor.

NEWS FROM OUR SISTER DIOCESE
Last December, 2014 the sister diocese to the Diocese of
Kalamazoo, the Diocese of Lodwar in Kenya, Africa, lead by
Bishop Dominic Kimengich, held its Third Annual Peace &
Cross Border Evangelization Conference which included three
neighbouring countries, Uganda, Ethiopian and the South
Sudan representing eight diocese.
Pictured (L): Bishop Dominic Kimengich

Collection for diocesan priests’ retirement readies for second year
In order to adequately provide for the retirement needs of all diocesan priests, The Diocese of Kalamazoo initiated a “second collection” last year. Parishioners responded generously and close to $120,000 was raised. The
collection will once again be held during the weekend of February 28 and March 1st. All monies collected
through the “Diocesan Priests Retirement Collection” will directly benefit the Bishop Paul V. Donovan Good
Shepherd Fund and be used to fill a significant gap in priests’ retirement.
Retired priests of the Diocese of Kalamazoo currently receive a small pension which they use for basic needs such as
food, housing and transportation. Diocesan priests live independently during their retirement, unlike priests of religious communities who live together during their senior years and are cared
for by their religious institutes.
As is the case with many companies and institutions with
pension plans in today’s world, the diocesan priests’ retirement
program is not fully funded. The Diocesan Priest Retirement
Collection was approved by Bishop Bradley to be conducted in
the diocese for five consecutive years.
This Diocesan Priest Retirement Collection is separate from
the annual national collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious, which supports retired priests, brothers and sisters of religious orders and institutes across America. All monies collected
this March will directly benefit priests of the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
A detailed brochure, letter from Bishop Bradley and frequently asked questions are posted on the diocesan website,
www.diokzoo.org, and will be distributed in parishes the weekend of February 21 and 22.

European Shrines:
Featuring Fatima & Lourdes

October 26 –
November 7, 2015

Please join Rev. Robert Creagan and Rev. Joseph Xavier of the Diocese of
Kalamazoo along with Julie Petschler for an exciting presentation of the
European Shrines. For more information or RSVP to SeaLandAir Travel.

Call today: 269-657-5529 or
info@sealandairtravel.com
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St. Jerome’s
Lenten
Luncheon Talks
The annual Lenten luncheons
will be held at St. Jerome Parish
Hall in Battle Creek every
Wednesday from February 18th
to March 25th. The February
18th Mass (Ash Wednesday)
will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m.
followed by the distribution of
ashes. The other Lenten luncheon Masses will begin at 10:45
a.m. The speaker of the day will
begin his address at 11:30 a.m.
with a light lunch following the
presentation.

Kalamazoo and Battle Creek Priests Lenten series
offer opportunity to grow in the faith
Msgr. Thomas Martin, pastor,
St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo
“Embracing the Paschal Mystery As Our Own”
The St. Augustine Cathedral 2015 Lenten Lecture
Series, Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the church.
Msgr. Thomas Martin

February 24: Reflections on the Domestic Church:
Bringing the sacred mysteries home

March 3: The Mercy of God Experienced in Humanity: Seeking and
granting forgiveness
March 10: The Keys to Perfection: Being what God made us to be
March 17: ‘Come Holy Spirit and Enkindle in us the Fire of Your Love’:
The work of the Holy Spirit to transform our life
March 24: The Paschal Mystery: Embracing it as the heart of our
existence

February 18
Rev. Evelio Ramirez
(St. Jerome &
St. Joseph Parishes)
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Very Rev. John
Fleckenstein

March 4: Examining “What I have Heard and Seen” Part Two: Pages
10 to conclusion... topics include: Diocesan “commitments” including an
understanding of... the “Domestic Church”, The Church as a Center of
Hope, the Role of Education, and specific ministries (and opportunities)
in the Church. (Fr. Marotti)
March 11: “We Dare to Say” Part One: Pages 4-14... topics include:
What is faith? What does it mean to be a part of God’s family? How do
we carry out our faith in concrete ways (Opening the “Door of Faith”),
what God created us to be, the journey of faith. (Fr. Fleckenstein)
March 18: “We Dare to Say” Part Two: Pages 15-23... topics include:
“The Mission of Life”, obligations towards God, the “Church of the
Home,” Apostolic Service. (Fr. Fleckenstein)
March 25: “The Church a Center of Hope” Part One: Pages 4 -16...
topics include “Communion” the People of God, Hope in God; what it
means to be a Parish. (Fr. Fleckenstein)

Very Rev. John Fleckenstein, pastor,
St. Philip Parish, Battle Creek
Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
and Rev. Francis Marotti
“Insights into the Catholic Faith
through the vision of our Bishop”

February 25: Examining “What I have Heard and Seen” Part One:
Pages 1-9... topics include: Church Hierarchy, the Role of the Bishop, the
structure of a Diocese, the special Role of the Laity in the Church and
more. (Fr. Fleckenstein)

April 1: “The Church a Center of Hope” Part Two: Spiritual Action.
(Fr. Fleckenstein) Tenebrae held in the Church at 7 p.m. following presentation.
Rev. Francis

Marotti
This series examines specifics of our
Catholic faith through the vision of Bishop Paul J. Bradley by using his
three Pastoral Letters since he became bishop.

All presentations will be held in the Parish Center at Saint Philip’s;
All are welcome to a dinner at
5:15 pm before the 6 pm presentation.

Students from China head to the classroom at St. Philip Catholic Central
February 25
Bishop Emeritus
James A. Murray

St. Philip Catholic Central High School, Battle Creek, staff and students
were excited to spend two weeks with 30 students and several school
staff members from China. The students are from northeast China, with
the majority attending Jiamusu High School, which is populated with
5,000 students and 400 staff members.
The students come to the United States to experience different cul-

tural experiences, according to Cathy Erskine, Battle Creek Area
Catholic Schools. When they return to China they will share their experiences about our food, culture and especially the educational opportunities. The school is currently exploring the option of hosting students from
China for the entire 2015-2016 school year.

March 4
Rev. Stephan Philip
(St. Rose of Lima, Hastings)

Liftoff! Local students finally see
research launched into Space
March 11
Rev. Craig Lusk
(St. Mary, Marshall)

March 18
Rev. Francis Marotti
(St. Philip)

March 25
Rev. Christopher Derda
(St. Jerome & St. Joseph
Parishes)

Six local Catholic school students have been waiting since October
2014 for their research and art work to be launched on an unmanned
NASA-contracted rocket to the International Space Station. That amazing goal was achieved last month, in a successful launch at Cape
Canaveral, Fla. The launch, initially scheduled in October, was aborted
three times due to weather and other problems, including a massive explosion of the rocket just seconds after a launch scheduled Oct. 28 from
Wallops Island, Va., in which all the students’ work was destroyed. The
students recreated their research and artwork, and it was part of the cargo
that was launched into space this morning. The science experiment was
created by four Hackett Catholic Prep freshmen, pictured right (from
left): Mackenzie Ortlieb, Natalie Moyer, Grace Brennan and Delaney
Hewitt.
The girls began their experiment, titled “Microgravity’s Effects on
Dry Lake Fairy Shrimp,” while 8th graders at St. Monica Catholic
School, last spring. Artistic emblems celebrating the launch were created
by Brigid Roth, a fifth grader at St. Augustine Cathedral School in
Kalamazoo and Hannah Oo, a 7th grader at St. Joseph Catholic Middle
School in Battle Creek. The four young scientists traveled to Wallops
Island on Oct. 27, in hopes of seeing the launch, but it was scrubbed at
the last minute when a boat was discovered within launch range. They
were accompanied on their trip by Becky Reits, principal of St. Monica
Catholic School, who brought this unusual space curriculum to schools

in the Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo. The program is sponsored by the
Student Spaceflight Experiments Program, through the National Center
for Earth and Space Science Foundation (NCESSE), headquartered in
Ellicott City, Md. The young scientists have been pragmatic and persistent through this lengthy process.
As Grace Brennan put it: “Science is all about trial and error…all we
can do is give science another try and move forward.” Their persistence
paid off, this morning, as the Space X rocket made a perfect launch into
the early morning sky off the coast of Florida.

The four young scientists whose research was finally launched into space are (from
left): Mackenzie Ortlieb, Natalie Moyer, Grace Brennan and Delaney Hewitt. All four girls
began their research as 8th graders at St. Monica Catholic School, last spring, and are
now freshmen at Hackett Catholic Prep. (Photo by Katherine Doud)
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World Meeting of the Family boast
an international gathering to
address challenges
Beginning with 1994, The
Year of the Family, the Pontifical
Council for the Family has been
responsible for organizing the
World Meetings of Families in
Rome (1994); Rio de Janeiro
(1997); Rome (2000); Manila
(2003); Valencia (2006); Mexico
City (2009); Milan (2012); and
now, Philadelphia (2015). Since its
inception by Saint John Paul II, the
World Meeting of Families has
sought to strengthen the sacred
bonds of family across the globe.
As the world’s largest family
gathering, the World Meeting of
Families — Philadelphia 2015 is
expected to bring together 10,000
– 15,000 delegates from more than
150 nations in faith and celebration. The Congress will provide
delegates the opportunity to share
their thoughts, dialogue and
prayers during daily Mass, devotions and breakout sessions. All
sessions will focus on the myriad
issues facing today’s global families, including financial
crises/poverty, blended families,
disabilities, addiction, divorce, and
interfaith marriage, with speakers
from the Pontifical Council for the
Family, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Foundation
for Family and Futures, National
Catholic Partnership on Disability,
Catholic Relief Services, among
others. Rooted in the 2015 Congress’ theme, “Love is our mission: the family fully alive,” the
catechetical content and programming will emphasize the impact of
the love and life of families in society.
The World Meeting of Families — Philadelphia 2015 will
offer an Adult Congress and a
Youth Congress for ages 6-17.
There will also be a licensed daycare for children under the age of

six. The Adult Congress, for ages
18 and older, will consist of
keynote presentations and breakout sessions that address the many
ways in which families can
strengthen their bonds, especially
in the face of the significant challenges facing the family globally
in the 21st century. The Youth
Congress will provide interactive
programs designed for young people to play, listen, serve, build, and
embrace the mission of love in a
family.
Nearly 100 renowned speakers are expected to present and facilitate conversation among
delegates. From Baptist to Jewish
to Lutheran, 24 percent of the
Congress presenters will represent
other faith traditions and 30 percent of presenters are from outside
of North America. Leading the
program are keynote addresses
from Father Robert Barron,
founder of Word on Fire Catholic
Ministries, Rector of Mundelein
Seminary, and host of Catholism;
His Eminence, Seán Patrick Cardinal O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap., Archbishop of Boston; Helen Alvaré,
Professor of Law at George Mason
University School of Law; Dr.
Juan Francisco de la Guardia Brin
and Gabriela N. de la Guardia,
renowned Panamanian doctors;
His Eminence, Luis Antonio G.
Cardinal Tagle, Archbishop of
Manila; and His Eminence, Robert
Cardinal Sarah, President of the
Pontifical Council “Cor Unum”,
Archbishop Emeritus of Conakry,
Guinea. Although a few breakout
session speakers are still being
confirmed, the majority of speakers and presentations for the Congress has been finalized and can be
reviewed at http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/about-theevent/speakers/.
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Pope says he will canonize
Blessed Junipero Serra in Washington
By Francis X. Rocca, Catholic News Service
ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT FROM MANILA, Philippines (CNS) — Pope Francis
said his September trip to the U.S. will take him to Philadelphia, New York and Washington — where he intends to canonize Blessed Junipero Serra — but probably no other
stops.The pope also confirmed he would visit the United Nations in New York. He had already announced his
participation in the late-September World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia.
Catholic News Agency reported on a proposed schedule that U.S. and U.N. church leaders have submitted
to the Vatican. That schedule would have the pope arriving in Washington the evening of Sept. 22; visiting the
White House and celebrating Mass at the shrine Sept. 23; addressing a joint sessions of Congress Sept. 24
before traveling to New York City to address U.N. General Assembly Sept. 25.
His Jan. 15 announcement on the plane from Sri Lanka to the Philippines surprised even the people who
have been promoting the sainthood cause of Blessed Junipero. The CNA interview with Archbishop Bernardito
Auza, Vatican nuncio to the United Nations, said the Mass at the shrine “would be primarily for bishops, consecrated and religious men and women, seminarians and representatives from humanitarian and Catholic charitable organizations,” while Pope Francis said that is when he would canonize Blessed Junipero.
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The Catholic Difference

Owning our baptism
By George Weigel
The transfer of the celebration of the Epiphany to a
Sunday from January 6 (the solemnity’s traditional date), and the elimination of Sundays-after-Epiphany in favor of the ill-named Sundays of
“Ordinary Time,” has made a hash of the Christmas liturgical season, as I
suggested in “Evangelical Catholicism.” Still, the liturgical calendar of
Blessed Paul VI does us a service by highlighting the formerly insignificant Feast of the Baptism of the Lord as the terminus of the Christmas
season.
And that service is to remind us to remember, cherish, celebrate the
date of our own baptism.
When I first started working on pro-life and religious freedom issues
with Evangelical Protestants, some 35 years ago, I was struck by the way
these folks introduced themselves at a meeting. Most Americans, in such
circumstances, identify themselves by occupation: “I’m John Smith and
I’m a lawyer with Smith Jones” or “I’m Jane Doe and I’m a pediatrician
at Children’s Hospital.” My new friends didn’t do that. Rather, they’d
say “I’m John Smith (or Jane Doe) and I was born again on such-andsuch a date”—which was usually when the person in question was a
young adult.
Contrarian that I can be on occasion, I would say, when the introductory rites came around to me, “I’m George Weigel and I was born again
on April 29, 1951 ... at which point I was precisely 12 days old.” That
drew the occasional blank stare, but it often led to interesting conversations about sacramental regeneration.
My evangelical friends’ sense that the day of their being “born
again” was the defining moment of their lives, and my Catholic convictions about what had happened to me on April 29, 1951, came into harmonic focus when, in preparing the first volume of my biography of St.
John Paul II, “Witness to Hope,” I described the pope’s return to his
parish in Wadowice on his epic first papal pilgrimage to Poland in June
1979. Stepping into the church where he had served Mass, received the
scapular, and prayed daily during his youth, the 264th Bishop of Rome
went straight to the chapel that housed the baptismal font and venerated
the place where he had been “born again” in 1920.
Why? Because Karol Wojtyla knew that that day was the most important day of his life: the day when he was first empowered, by water
and the Spirit, to become a friend of the Lord Jesus Christ and a missionary disciple. As John Paul understood it, the most important day of his
life was not the day on which he was ordained a priest, consecrated a
bishop or elected pope. The most important day of his life was the day of
his baptism. Everything else flowed from that, like the waters in
Ezekiel’s vision, flowing from the restored Temple to renew the face of
the earth.
In discussing Evangelical Catholicism, the book and the idea, with
dozens of audiences in various Catholic venues around the country and
the world over the past two years, I’ve often conducted a little pop-quiz,
asking my audience how many of them know the date of their baptism. I
once got close to a 10 percent positive response, but the norm is usually
in the 2-3 precent range. I then tell the story of my evangelical friends,
and the story of John Paul II, and suggest that those present should, on
returning home, take out the file where they keep the “Catholic stuff,”
look up the date of their baptism on their baptismal certificate, memorize
it — and then celebrate that day in some special way every year hence.
I’ve been doing that for a decade and a half now, prodded a few
months ahead of time by the liturgical Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
Like the Lord, on the day of our baptism, each of us received a commission: in our case, to be the disciples who take Christ’s mission into the
world, every day. Owning that is how we become the “Church in permanent mission” to which Pope Francis has called us.

George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington,
D.C.
George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register,
the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

What’s a Synod?
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
non-bishop participants such as
word “synod” derives from the
priests, religious and lay faithful,
Greek word “synodos,” meaning
especially if they are regarded as
“to walk together.”
having a special competence or exIn the early church, especially
pertise in the topic under discusin the East, the word was used to
sion.
describe any special gathering of
While non-bishop participants
bishops to decide important matat synods may make presentations
ters of faith,
upon invitation, only
the primary role of
morality and
the bishops themselves
church discipline. bishops at synods is — and a few priests —
to offer their counsel have the right to make
Synods always
have been a privi- and expertise to the direct interventions and
leged place for the pope, bringing to the to vote.
synod his own
development of
Furthermore,
the local churches knowledge, ideas,
there is a distinction bein Eastern Christi- pastoral experiences tween an extraordinary
and the concrete
anity. Still today
synod and an ordinary
concerns of the local synod, which meets at
the election of
Eastern Orthodox church he represents regular intervals. [In
and governs.
bishops takes
October 2015 there is
place in synods.
an ordinary synod on the family —
A debt of gratitude is owed to
a follow-up to the extraordinary
Pope Paul VI because in 1967 he
synod held in 2014.]
established the Synod of Bishops
Often, after the conclusion of
in the contemporary Catholic
a synod of bishops a final docuChurch.
ment, known as a “post-synodal
According to the 1983 Code
apostolic exhortation,” is issued by
of Canon Law, there are two forms the pope.
of synods: the Synod of Bishops
The synod of bishops serves
and a diocesan synod.
to foster greater communion and
The majority of those who
fraternity within the College of
participate in a synod of bishops
Bishops and to deepen the bonds
do so “ex officio,” that is, they are
of bishops with the pope, the Sucpresent in their capacity as heads
cessor of Peter and visible head of
of Vatican offices and as presidents the universal church.
of bishops’ conferences. A minorSynods afford the world’s
ity of other participants are person- bishops rare opportunities to pray
ally invited to attend by the pope
together and to consult one another
as he reserves the right to invite
on important issues affecting the
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life of the church. However, the
primary role of bishops at synods
is to offer their counsel and expertise to the pope, bringing to the
synod his own knowledge, ideas,
pastoral experiences and the concrete concerns of the local church
he represents and governs.
The pope encourages the bishops to hold frank and open discussions, demonstrating respect for
each others’ views on any given
topic. At the conclusion of a
synod, the fruits of the bishops’
discussions are most clearly manifested in the pastoral and practical
applications of timeless Catholic
teachings which the bishops communicate to their collaborators, the
priests, and through them to the lay
faithful.
While the Catholic faith remains one and the same for all
Catholics in every generation, the
synod members strive to demonstrate through a series of presentations and small group discussions
precisely how immutable Catholic
doctrine and moral principles must
be transmitted with compassion
and full understanding for the real
life pastoral needs of their own
priests and lay faithful living in
varying circumstances and conditions around the globe.
The church’s view of the importance of the Christian family
can be seen in the fact that a synod
in 1980 already focused on it; the
extraordinary synod is considering
it; and the world Synod of Bishops
convoked for Oct. 4-25, 2015, will
continue the discussion.

Diocesan Annual Retreat
Heart and Summit: Outlining the Eucharistic Celebration
February 28-March 1, 2015
Each year the Parish Life & Lay Leadership Secretariat hosts a diocesan-wide retreat. This year’s topic is
Heart and Summit: Outlining the Eucharistic Celebration. Join us as we come both to gain in knowledge of the
Sacrament-most-high and, ultimately, to sit in awed contemplation of the profoundest of mysteries. It will be
led by the four Notre Dame ECHO program interns that have been serving in our diocese for the past year and
half - Mary Frances Brennan, Kathleen Dierberger, Tim Singler and Nathan Williams.
The retreat begins with 9 a.m. Mass on Saturday, February 28, 2015 and concludes after the 9:30 am Mass
on Sunday, March 1, 2015. There are two options available when you register – one is with an overnight stay
and the second is for those who would like to commute. The cost is $100 for double occupancy, $125 for single
occupancy and $80 for those who elect to commute each day. To receive these rates registrations must be received by February 4th. After February 4, 2015 an additional $20 will be charged. For more information or to
register, please contact Jane Bodway, jbodway@diokzoo.org or 269-903-0147.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
“Joy to the World: The Family, The Eucharist and The New Evangelization”
Date: February 21, 2015
Time: 8:30 am – 2:45 pm
Location: Hackett Catholic Prep, 1000 West Kilgore Rd., Kalamazoo, MI 49008
Additional Conference events: Mass, Confession, Adoration and Lunch
Ticket Information: Tickets are $30 each or $10 for students.
Contact Newman's Bookshoppe or online at www.newmansbookshoppe.com
Dr. Scott Hahn is the author of over forty books, He is the editor of the academic periodical, Letter & Spirit:
A Journal of Catholic Biblical Theology, and co-editor of the Ignatius Catholic Study Bible. An exceptionally
popular speaker and teacher, Dr. Scott Hahn has delivered thousands of talks and academic lectures, nationally
and internationally, on a wide range of topics related to scripture, theology and the Catholic faith. Hundreds of
these presentations have been recorded and distributed by Catholic Lighthouse Media, The St. Paul Center for
Biblical Theology, and St. Joseph Communications. He has appeared on hundreds of television programs on the
Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN), where he has also been the regular host and presenter on several
popular 13-week series (including “Our Fathers Plan”, “The Lamb's Super”, and “Genesis to Jesus”).

Sponsor: Catholic Information Center/Newman’s Bookshoppe

Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Scott Hahn
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Dietrich von Hildebrand and
our relativistic age
By Very Rev. Robert Barron
Postmodern relativism and deconstruction have produced, at the popular
level, what I have termed the “Meh culture,” that is to say, a culture dominated
by the “whatever” attitude, a bland, detached indifferentism to the good and
the true. How often have you heard someone say, “that’s perhaps true for you
but not for me,” or “who are you to be imposing your values on me?” or in the
immortal words of the Dude in “The Big Lebowski,” “well, that’s just like
your opinion, man.” Is it not a commonplace today that the only moral absolute that remains is the obligation to tolerate all points of view? What this
subjectivism has conduced toward is a society lacking in energy and focus,
one that cannot rouse itself to corporate action on behalf of some universal
good. John Henry Newman said that well-defined banks are precisely what
give verve and direction to a river. Once those banks are knocked down, the
river will spread out, in short order, into a large, lazy lake. Applying the analogy, he argued that objective truths, clearly understood, are what give energy
to a culture and that when those truths are compromised in the name of freedom or toleration, said culture rapidly loses its purpose and cohesiveness. It is
as though people today are floating on individual air-mattresses on Newman’s
lazy lake, disconnected from one another, each locked in the isolation of his or
her subjective judgments.
The great twentieth century philosopher Dietrich von Hildebrand was one
of the most articulate and incisive critics of the kind of relativism that has
come to hold sway in our time. Following the prompts of both Plato and St.
Augustine, Hildebrand delighted in showing the self-defeating incoherence of
the position: if he is to be consistent, the relativist must hold that the claim of
universal relativism is itself relative and hence not binding on anyone beside
himself. Hildebrand taught that the philosophy of relativism flowed from the
failure to honor the fundamental distinction between the arena of the merely
subjectively satisfying and the arena of real values. There are many things and
experiences that we seek because they please us or satisfy some basic need.
One might find a cigarette appealing or a slice of pizza tasty or a political
party useful, but in all these cases, one is bending the thing in question to his
subjectivity. But there are other goods (Hildebrand’s “values”) that by their
splendor, excellence, and intrinsic worth, draw the person out of himself,
bending his subjectivity to them, drawing him toward self-transcendence.
In the presence of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony or Chartres Cathedral or
Plato’s Republic or the daily work of the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta,
one is compelled to acknowledge the preciousness of a reality that goes beyond the needs or expectation of one’s ego. To characterize such things as
merely subjectively satisfying, as though appreciating them is simply a matter
of individual taste, would be simply ludicrous. The whole point of the moral
life for Hildebrand is to cultivate the appropriate response to these objective
values, to channel one’s energies according to their demands. A crucial consequence of cultivating the proper response to values is that real community increases and intensifies. Whereas the merely subjectively satisfying correlates
to the individual and his particular preferences, the objectively valuable correlates to the entire society of those drawn out of themselves and into a shared
devotion.
One might be tempted to think, “so far so abstract.” But a new book titled My Battle Against Hitler, edited by two of the most devoted Hildebrandians on the scene today, John Crosby and his son John Henry Crosby, vividly
demonstrates how Hildebrand himself lived out the principles of his moral
philosophy in the face of the most vicious ideology of the last century. In the
1920’s, as the National Socialist movement was gaining ground, Hildebrand, a
professor of moral philosophy at the University of Munich, commenced to
speak out against Hitler and his cronies. He saw Nazism — marked by antiSemitism, crude nationalism, cruelty, and indifference to human dignity — as
a repudiation of an entire range of objective values. Though it put his career
and eventually his very life at risk, Hildebrand became, accordingly, an impassioned opponent of this political movement which had begun to attract the
support even of leading intellectuals. When Hitler came to power in 1933,
Hildebrand was compelled to leave his beloved Munich and take up residence
in Vienna. From 1933 to 1938, he continued vocally to oppose Hitler, founding and editing an anti-Nazi journal that so infuriated Hitler that the Fuhrer referred to Hildebrand as his “number one enemy.” When the German
annexation of Austria took place, Hildebrand was aggressively sought by the
Gestapo and narrowly escaped with his life, eventually settling in New York,
where he became professor of philosophy at Fordham University.
A key concomitant of the assertion of objective value is the claim that objective disvalues exist as well. And just as we should cultivate a response of
love and appreciation to value, we should cultivate a response of hatred and
opposition to wickedness. Hildebrand saw that indifference to evil is as destructive as indifference to good. In our relativistic age, when we are confronted with a whole range of disvalues in our society, Hildebrand’s is a voice
we need to heed.
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Panel advising Vatican
unanimous that Archbishop
Romero is a martyr
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A panel of theologians
advising the Vatican;s Congregation for Saints’
Causes voted unanimously to recognize the late Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero as a martyr, according to the newspaper of the Italian bishops’
conference.
The panel declared Jan. 8 that the archbishop
had been killed “in hatred for the faith,” Avvenire
reported Jan. 9.
The decision is a key step in the archbishop's
cause, following an extended debate over whether
he was killed for political reasons or for his faith.
The next step in the process lies with the cardinals and bishops who sit on the Congregation for
Saints’ Causes, who will vote on whether to advise
the pope to issue a decree of beatification. A miracle
is not needed for beatification of a martyr, though a
miracle is ordinarily needed for his or her canonization as saint.
Archbishop Romero, an outspoken advocate for
the poor, was shot and killed March 24, 1980, as he
celebrated Mass in a hospital in San Salvador during
his country’s civil war. His sainthood cause was
opened at the Vatican in 1993.
Pope Benedict XVI told reporters in 2007 that

the archbishop was “certainly a great witness of the
faith” who “merits beatification, I do not doubt.”
But he said some groups had complicated the sainthood cause by trying to co-opt the archbishop as a
political figure.
In March 2013, Pope Francis reportedly told El
Salvador’s ambassador to the Holy See: “‘I hope
that under this pontificate we can beatify (Archbishop Romero).”
Pope Francis told reporters in August 2014 that
“For me, Romero is a man of God.”
“But the process must go ahead, and God must give
his sign. If he wants to do so, he will,” Pope Francis
said.
During his general audience Jan. 7, Pope Francis quoted words that Archbishop Romero had spoken at the funeral Mass of a priest assassinated by
Salvadoran death squads: “We must all be willing to
die for our faith even if the Lord does not grant us
this honor.”

Diocesan Youth Rally features Theology of the Body for Teens author
a jolt in their Catholic faith life. Yes, we’ll have preFaith Explosion 2015: I am Catholic, the Diocesan
Youth Gathering for grades 6-12, will feature author sentations and opportunities to sing and serve, but
having the experience of encountering the Catholic
Colin Maciver as keynote speaker. The all-day
faith within the nine counties of southwest Michievent, which runs from 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
gan, our Diocese.”
March 21st, will be held at Paw Paw High School.
“With each moment of life, life can be either
Maciver travels internationally with Dumb Ox
joyful or sorrowful or any number of
Productions, discussing purity and purthings. If we are walking alone in the life
pose with youth around the world. He
apart from the God who granted us this
also teaches theology, serves as religion
life, it becomes extremely lonely and difdepartment chair and campus ministry
ficult. When we come to realize that
coordinator at St. Scholastica Academy
Jesus Christ is walking with and experiin Covington, La., and has over 10 years
encing this life with us, our life becomes
of youth ministry experience. One of his
all the more manageable and joyful.”
most well-known accomplishments, he is
one of the authors of Theology of the
All youth in grades 6-12 from any
Body for Teens.
Colin MacIver
parish in the Diocese are eligible to
“Colin speaking at the youth rally is
attend. Cost is $35 per youth if
a special opportunity for our youth because not only
registered by March 2nd.
is he a teacher of the faith, but he is a great witness
through his family and service to the Church, which
There will be a late registration charge for anyis very inspirational for all of us, both young and
one registering after March 2nd. The cost inold,” says Tim McNamara, Associate Director of the
cludes dinner, afternoon snack and a t-shirt. All
Youth and Young Adult Ministry at the Diocese of
registration payment and paperwork must be
Kalamazoo.
received by March 13. For more information,
The youth rally itself is important for the faith
contact Tim McNamara at tmcnamara@diokformation of our youth, McNamara says.
zoo.org or 260-903-0139.
“Youth are encouraged to go so they can receive

St. Stanislaus Parish

Sweetheart Soup Dinner
Sunday, February 22, 2015
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Adults – $9
Children (7-12) – $4
6 and under – Free

Featuring: Authentic Czarnina,
Hearty Chicken Noodle,
Seafood Chowder,
Cheesy Broccoli, and
Packed Potato

Cash and Basket Raffles

St. Stanislaus Parish Hall
1861 136th Avenue
Dorr, Michigan 49323

Plus a bountiful Salad Bar,
Homeade Breads & Rolls,
Pies, Cheesecakes,
Desserts and More.
Take out available

For more information, call St. Stanislaus Parish at (269) 793-7268
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Visita del Papa a Estados Unidos y el
Tema de la Familia
En septiembre de este año, 2015 el Santo Padre vendrá a Estados Unidos y visitará a Filadelfia, Nueva York y Washington
El Papa Francisco estará presente en Filadelfia para la Jornada Mundial de
las Familias del 22 al 27 de septiembre. El lema para la Jornada es “El amor es
Nuestra Misión: La Familia plenamente viva”, haciendo hincapié en el impacto
del amor y la vida de las familias en nuestra sociedad. El Encuentro Mundial de
las Familias se realiza cada tres años y fue instituido por San Juan Pablo II en 1994, el Año
de la Familia.
Para mantenerse informado sobre este evento
tan importante visite regularmente la Página
Web: www.worldmeeting2015.org
También este año se está preparando otro
evento mundial muy importante , la continuación de Sínodo sobre familia: La
próxima Asamblea General del Sínodo de los Obispos, que se celebrará en Roma
del 4 al 25 de octubre de este año 2015 y para prepararnos a este Sínodo las parroquias recibirán una consulta. Esté pendiente y ofrézcase a participar respondiendo a unas sencillas preguntas sobre la familia para que exprese sus ideas y se
sienta parte activa de este sínodo tan interesante. Para más información visite las
siguientes páginas de internet: www.familiam.org/famiglia

Aprender a perdonar:
“¿Cómo puedo perdonar?”
Los lunes, 16 de febrero, 2 de marzo y 16 de marzo de
7:00 - 8:30 pm
Lugar: St. Joseph, Kalamazoo en el gimnasio
del edificio Bennett
Este seminario de tres noches será presentado por el
padre Ken Schmidt y está basado en sus investigaciones mientras completaba su
maestría como sicólogo consejero. El padre Ken explicará a los participantes
cómo puedan comprender mejor el significado interpersonal de poder perdonar o
no, y el cómo actuar en cada situación.
Se ofrece servicio de guardería y traducción al español si se solicita al inscribirse. Este seminario, es parte de los requisitos a cumplir para obtener la certificación de catequistas en la diócesis de Kalamazoo.
Se requiere que los participantes se inscriban previamente para tener
suficiente material impreso para cada sesión, para ello es necesario que llame al:
269-343-6256.

Calendario/Calendar
Febrero/February 2015
12 – 14: V Encuentro – Reunión nacional sobre el V Encuentro de Hispanos/Latinos. Presentado por la Secretaria de Asuntos Hispanos de los Obispos de Estados Unidos. Baltimore,
MD. (V Encuentro Meeting, national meeting regarding the V Encuentro of Hispanics/Latinos.
Facilitated by the USCCB Secretariat for Hispanic Affairs. Baltimore, MD.)
18: (Miércoles) Miércoles de Ceniza. Comienza la Cuaresma. (Ash Wednesday. Lent begins.)
19: (Jueves) 11 am – 3 pm V Encuentro Reunión regional sobre el proceso del V Encuentro. Toledo, Ohio (V Encuentro – regional meeting regarding the process of the V Encuentro.
Toledo, Ohio.)
19 (Jueves):12 – 4 pm Retiro Espiritual de Cuaresma para el personal de la Diócesis.
(Staff Lenten Retreat)
28 (Sábado): 8:30 am – 5 pm Instituto San Agustín — Programa de Formación Pastoral y de
Liderazgo, Primer Año de Formación. Tema: Introducción a la Biblia por el Padre Steve Dudek.
(Instituto San Agustín — Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program, First Year of Formation. Topic: Introduction to the Bible by the Father Steve Dudek.)
Marzo/March
7 (Sábado): 10 am – 3 pm Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que se van a casar.
También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar sobre su vida matrimonial.
Lugar: St. Joseph Parish, 936 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI. (Pre-Marriage Encounter in Spanish for those who will be getting married and for married couples who would like to have a day
of reflection).
7 (Sábado): 10 am – 12m. Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana, Misa con el Obispo Bradley y el Comité de Liturgia. Lugar: Centro Pastoral Diocesano (Hispanic Ministry Diocesan
Pastoral Committee. Mass with Bishop Bradley and the Liturgy Committee. Location: Diocesan
Pastoral Center), Kalamazoo.
11 (Miércoles): 8 am – 2 pm Conferencia de Agricultores. Lugar: Van Buren Conference
Center, 490 South Paw Paw Street, Lawrence, MI 49064 (Growers’ Conference)
13 (Viernes): 9.m – 12 pm Reunión de Migrant Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen
servicio a la Comunidad Migrante). (Migrant Resource Council Meeting, agencies that offer
services to the Migrant Community)
14 (Sat.): 10:30 am – 2 pm. Reunión de Diversidad Cultural. Lugar: Centro Pastoral Diocesano. (Listening Session regarding Cultural Diversity. Location: Diocesan Pastoral Center.)
21 (Sábado): 8:30 am – 5 pm Instituto San Agustín — Programa de Formación Pastoral y de
Liderazgo, Primer Año de Formación. Tema: Liturgia y la Santa Misa por el Padre Steve Cron.
(Instituto San Agustín — Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program, First Year of Formation. Topic: Liturgy and the Holy Mass by the Rev. Steve Cron.)
29 (Domingo): Domingo de Ramos (Palm Sunday)
29: Abril 5: Semana Santa (Holy Week)

Programa de Consejería en Español: Programa de Recuperación de Trauma
Ya hemos trabajado con el primer grupo en español; los participantes han expresado que se han
beneficiado bastante de este programa. Si usted conoce a alguna persona que en su infancia o de adulto
sufrió cualquier tipo de trauma (físico, sexual, negligencia etc) y quiere ayudarle, por favor remítalo a
una de las siguientes personas: Lisette Mira-Amaya (269) 929-7084 o Fanny Tabares (269) 903-0209.
El Programa de Recuperación de Traumas está basado en el Modelo de Trauma, un modelo psicoeducacional que ayuda a las personas a aprender cómo integrar sus sentimientos, pensamientos y comportamientos. Las investigaciones actuales indican que los recuerdos en la memoria, en el mejor de los
casos, son de poco fiar. Por lo tanto, este modelo infunde vivir eficientemente en el presente en vez de
restablecer recuerdos reprimidos. La curación no toma lugar en el nivel de los recuerdos. La curación
ocurre en el nivel del procesamiento e integración de los sentimientos, pensamientos, percepciones, y
comportamientos. El trauma es un suceso o una serie de sucesos combinados con la vulnerabilidad de
una persona que crea un obstáculo en el normal desarrollo humano.

Rincón de los Jóvenes
hispanos/latinos
Por Veronica Rodriguez
Actividades Diocesanas en el 2015:
Encuentro Diocesano Juvenil (Youth Rally), sábado 21
de marzo – Para todos los jóvenes del grado 6 al 12. La
conferencia es en inglés.
Conferencia Católica para los Jóvenes Adultos del Estado de Michigan - Marzo 20 – 21. Esta conferencia ofrecerá talleres en español. Para los jóvenes de 18 a 35 años de
edad. Presentador principal será el Obispo Michael Byrnes,
Tema: “Escrito en nuestros Corazones”, Jer. 33:13. Lugar:
St. Gerard Catholic Church, 4437 W. Willow Hwy., Lan-

Infórmese
Expedición de copias certificadas de actas de
nacimiento mexicanas en consulados de México. A partir
del 15 de enero de 2015, los Consulados de México en Estados Unidos podrán emitir copias certificadas de actas de
nacimiento generadas en territorio nacional.
Para obtener sus copias certificadas, los mexicanos
deberán presentarse en una oficina consular, portar una
identificación oficial que acredite que es el titular del acta de
nacimiento, proporcionar su Clave Única de Registro de
Población (si cuenta con ella), llenar una solicitud y cubrir
el pago de derechos correspondientes ($13 dólares por acta).
La expedición de actas no representa costos adicionales al
del pago de derechos de $13 dólares. Evite ser víctima de
abusos, ninguna persona puede cobrarle más por este
servicio.

Fortaleciendo las Familias en la
Fe (Reflexión #11)
Por Verónica Rodríguez
“Los niños aprenden a fiarse del amor de sus padres.
Por eso, es importante que los padres cultiven prácticas comunes de fe en la familia, que acompañen el crecimiento en
la fe de los hijos”. (Papa Francisco, Encíclica Lumen Fidei).
Actividad para hacer en familia este mes de
Febrero: el miércoles 18 de febrero se celebra el miércoles
de ceniza y se da inicio a la Cuaresma. Muchos de nosotros acostumbramos ir en familia a recibir las cenizas. En ese día
también están disponibles las cajitas de
arroz en las parroquias. Si no lo hemos
hecho, ¿por qué no comenzar una bonita
tradición de solidaridad utilizando los
platos de arroz? En las cajitas de cartón, su
familia va depositando la cantidad de
dinero que desea donar y se devuelven las cajitas a la parroquia el domingo de Ramos, marzo 29. Este dinero es coleccionado para “Catholic Releif Services (CRS)” para ayudar
a los pobres en todo el mundo. Se llama “Plato de Arroz”
porque si todos colaboramos, de arroz en arroz podemos alimentar a centenares de personas.
Las sugerencias que da “Catholic Relief Services” para
la familia es: Oración — Rezamos por todos nuestros her-

Reflexiones del Papa Francisco
en su visita a Sri Lanka:
El Ecumenismo y la Paz
Durante el mes de enero el Papa Francisco continuo
sus visitas a través del mundo y una de sus visitas fue a Sri
Lanka y Filipinas. En Sri Lanka en un encuentro ecuménico
con líderes de diferentes religiones como el budismo, el hinduismo, el islam y el cristianismo, el
Papa dijo: “No hay que renunciar a su
identidad, ya sea étnica o religiosa, para
vivir en paz”. En su discurso, el Papa explicó que el diálogo entre religiones es
una herramienta que fomenta el respeto.
“Si somos honestos en la presentación
de nuestras convicciones, seremos capaces de ver con más claridad lo que tenemos en común. Se abrirán nuevos caminos para el mutuo
aprecio, la cooperación y, ciertamente, la amistad” dijo el
Papa. La guerra civil que duró más de 25 años, y causó cien
mil víctimas mortales y un millón de refugiados. Uno de los
bandos era el gobierno budista y el otro la guerrilla
hindú. El Papa insistió en que es necesario fomentar el espíritu de cooperación y repitió que la religión nunca justifica

FEBRUARY 2015
sing, MI 48917.
Para las jóvenes que cumplen quince años y para sus padres, las fechas de los Retiros Diocesanos para la preparación de Quinceañeras son:
Sábado, 11 de Abril en St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo;
Sábado, 6 de Junio en Immaculate Conception Parish, Hartford;
Sábado, 25 de Julio en St. Mary of the Assumption Parish,
Bronson;
y Sábado, 12 de Septiembre en St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo.
Recuerden que primero deben de hablar con su párroco (por
lo menos 6 meses antes de la fecha que desean celebrar la
quinceañera). Para más información sobre cualquiera de
estos eventos, puede llamar al 269-903-0197.
Los interesados podrán obtener más información sobre
este servicio en la aplicación gratuita para dispositivos
móviles MiConsulmex, así como llamando al Centro de Información y Asistencia a Mexicanos (CIAM): 1-855-4636395. Los consulados de México seguirán ofreciendo
protección y asistencia consular a los mexicanos que la requieran, sin importar su condición migratoria. (AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 15011545. [Posted 1/15/15])
Taller de información sobre como solicitar becas
para la universidad y otra información, el martes 10 de
Febrero. El taller es para los estudiantes y sus padres.
Lugar: YFC Building, 26693 U.S. 12, Sturgis, MI.
Comienza a las 6:00p.m. con la registración. Para más información comuníquese con Cynthia R. Flores de Centro
VIDA al (269) 503-7444.

manos y hermanas en el mundo. Reflexionamos sobre la
persona que Dios nos llama a ser y pedimos que nos guie
para vivir a la altura de nuestro potencial; Ayuno — Ayunamos o nos privamos de algunas cosas para transformar
esas cosas en nuestra vida que se interponen en el camino
de nuestra relación con Dios. Cuando sentimos hambre o
decidimos no hacer las cosas que nos gustan, recordemos
con gratitud todas las bendiciones de Dios. Que nuestro
ayuno también nos impulse a pensar, llenos de compasión,
en todos quienes no tienen alimento suficiente y sufren de
hambre. Dios nos llama a ser solidarios y a
cuidar de nuestros hermanos y hermanas
necesitados; Donativo — Compartimos donativos con espíritu de generosidad con nuestros hermanos y hermanas necesitados en el
mundo, como respuesta al llamado de Jesús a
servir a nuestro prójimo. Esta Cuaresma, por
medio de nuestros sacrificios, podemos ayudar a animar y a transformar la vida de nuestros hermanos y hermanas necesitados.
El Plato de Arroz de CRS puede enriquecer tu caminar
cuaresmal viendo tu oración, ayuno y donativos como expresiones de solidaridad con nuestros hermanos y hermanas
necesitados en todo el mundo. Es así como puedes experimentar el potencial del Plato de Arroz de CRS. Para más información sobre el plato de arroz y para ver las recetas y
otras sugerencias de CRS pueden ir a www.crsricebowl.org
la violencia. “Por el bien de la paz, nunca se debe permitir
que las creencias religiosas sean utilizadas para justificar
la violencia y la guerra. Tenemos que exigir a nuestras
comunidades, con claridad y sin equívocos, que vivan
plenamente los principios de la paz y la convivencia que se
encuentran en cada religión, y denunciar los actos de
violencia que se cometan”. El Papa Francisco renovó en
Colombo su exhortación a la reconciliación y a impulsar las
relaciones interreligiosas y ecuménicas,
que adquieren un significado particular
y urgente. “Me alegro de tener la
oportunidad de participar en este
encuentro, que reúne a las cuatro comunidades religiosas más grandes que integran la vida de Sri Lanka: el budismo, el
hinduismo, el islam y el cristianismo.
Muchas gracias por su presencia y su
calurosa bienvenida. Es igualmente una
gracia poder estar con todos ustedes, hombres y mujeres de
estas grandes tradiciones religiosas, que comparten con
nosotros un deseo de sabiduría, verdad y santidad”.
El Papa Francisco alentó a todas las religiones y a las
personas de buena voluntad a aunar esfuerzos en favor de
la paz, condenando toda violencia con claridad y sin
equívocos.
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CRS Rice Bowl monies benefit local causes
In addition to helping families and communities in
developing countries, 25 percent of the money raised
in our diocese through CRS Rice Bowl remains here
to fund grants for hunger and poverty alleviation projects throughout the nine counties of our diocese. In
the 2014, seven grants were awarded totaling
$19,000. Grantees were:
• St. Vincent de Paul Conference at St. Margaret
Parish, Otsego – $2,400 to purchase high demand
items and/or those not available through other sources
for their food pantry. (Allegan County)
• Food Bank of South Central Michigan – $3,000
for Fresh Food Initiative in Kalamazoo County, providing fresh food to the food insecure. (Kalamazoo
County)
• Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Edwardsburg –
$4,600 for the renovation of the Edwardsburg Emergency Food Pantry, which is housed at Our Lady of
the Lake. The renovation was part of their “Building
Our Future Together” renovation project. (Cass
County)

• White Pigeon Care Network Food Pantry,
housed at St. Joseph Parish, White Pigeon – $2,000
for purchase of perishable foods from South Central
Michigan Food Bank for weekly and Christmas food
baskets. (St. Joseph County)
• Christian Service Center of Niles, operated by
St. Mary Parish, Niles – $4,000 to support purchase
of food from Feeding America and local supermarket
sales. (Berrien County)
• Branch Area Food Pantry – $2,000 to support
purchase of food products. (Branch County)
• Buchanan Area Ministerial Association (through
St. Anthony Parish, Buchanan) – $1,000 for food
distribution at the annual “Faith and Family Day” to
be held on August 30, 2015. (Berrien County)
Local CRS rice Bowl grants are awarded in May
and September. For more information about the grant
program, or CRS Rice Bowl in general, contact Lisa
Irwin, 269-903-0177 or lirwin@diokzoo.org.

How do you Rice Bowl?
Diocese of Kalamazoo hosts Lenten Photo Contest on its Facebook page
By Sarah DeMott
Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Rice Bowl is a reminder of this. Show us how you “Rice
Bowl “– whether you volunteer at a soup kitchen, make meatless meals on Fridays or pray a daily rosary for
those with the greatest needs, we want to see how you honor this Lenten season. Remember, what you give up
for Lent changes lives.
Each week, we will post about Rice Bowl and Lent on our Facebook page. One post will call for your photo
submissions. Simply post your photo as a comment before noon that Friday. We will announce a randomly selected winner each Friday at 3:30 p.m.
*Any photos submitted after 12 p.m. on Fridays will not be included in the contest. Photos submitted are only
valid for the week they are posted. They must be reposted in order to count for subsequent weeks. Winner will
be announced each Friday at 3:30 p.m. and contacted by diocesan staff via Facebook message. Submission of
photos give the Diocese of Kalamazoo rights to repurpose photos for Rice Bowl/Lent related communications.

St. Margaret’s offers Rice Bowl
solidarity meal featuring
Lebanese cuisine
St. Margaret Parish in Otsego is offering a CRS Rice
Bowl Solidarity Meal on February 28th immediately
following the 4:30 PM Mass in the McGuire Room.
Since Lebanon is one of the five countries highlighted in the materials provided with CRS Rice
Bowls this year, a traditional Lebanese meal will be

offered. It will be prepared and served by Executive
Chef Ken Cronkhite, who has lived in Lebanon, and
has also served as Executive Chef for the Royal
Family in Saudi Arabia. As we once again prepare
for our traditional Lenten observances of prayer,
fasting, and alms giving, we have an opportunity to
reach out in solidarity with our brothers and sisters
in Lebanon. A free will offering will be taken.
Please RSVP not later than Monday, February 23rd
to Deacon Dean at St. Margaret’s. 269-694-6311.

Diocesan Ministry to Persons with Disabilities hosts open session to
gather feedback and announces Spring retreat plans
Persons with disabilities, their families and caregivers, are
invited to an informal gathering to share the experiences, challenges and joys of their faith life with members of the Diocesan Commission on Ministry to Persons with Disabilities.
The first gathering will be Saturday, March 14th from
3:30 – 5 p.m. in the Siena Conference Room at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 1150 W. Centre Avenue, in
Portage. Light refreshments will be served. For more information contact Lisa Irwin at 269-903-0177 or lirwin@diokzoo.org. All are welcome. RSVP appreciated but not required.
Other gatherings will be scheduled throughout the year around
the diocese.
SAVE THE DATE: The Annual Spring Retreat for Adults with Cognitive/Developmental Disabilities,
April 18-19, 2015. Registration packets will be available soon. Cost is $35. Scholarships are available.
For more information contact Lisa Irwin at 269-903-0177 or lirwin@diokzoo.org.

Making a Report of Sexual Misconduct

A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s Sexual Misconduct Question
and Reporting Line: 877-802-0115.A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone
number. All calls regarding sexual misconduct will be returned, usually within one hour. This toll-free
telephone number has been established as a part of the diocese's effort to protect children, young people
and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected
sexual misconduct or child abuse within diocesan institutions and ministries only. If you have some other
concern about diocesan schools, parishes or ministries, please contact the appropriate diocesan school,
parish or office directly. In all cases of sexual abuse you are encouraged to report all cases to the local
police or protective services.
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Scouts invited to virtually travel the
Holy Lands with one-day program
Join Girl and Boy Scouts from around the Diocese to explore a number
of holy sites from around the world, including the Vatican in Rome, the
Holy Land in Israel, local treasure, St. Augustine Cathedral in Kalamazoo. This one-day scouting event, Pilgrimage to Holy Lands: Celebration
of Faith, will be held Saturday, March 7, 2015 from 1 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.
with Mass immediately following. The event will be held at St. Martin
of Tours, 5855 East W. Ave., Vicksburg, MI 49097
The program is limited to 50 participants so registration is required by
Monday, March 2. Cost is only $5 per scout and adults are free. Each
participant should bring a sack lunch and a boxed cake mix with a container of frosting (for birthday bags for South County Community Services). Beverages will be provided. Contact Tim McNamara, Associate
Director, 269-903-0193, tmcnamara@diokzoo.org.

KDCCW offers “Lenten Day of Spiritual
Renewal” on March 11
“Living Images of God's Love,” a Lenten day of spiritual renewal, will
be held March 11th at St. Margaret's. The day, sponsored by KDCCW,
runs 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Speakers will be Dr. Don Bouchard from
Holy Family Healthcare and Socorro Truchan, Associate Director-Domestic Church of the Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo. Cost is $15 and includes lunch. To register, contact
Sue by email or at 269-629-5757 or
Dinah by email or at 269-685-8684.

Getting Married?
Check out the 2015 schedule
for the diocesan marriage
preparation program.
Joy-Filled Marriage
is a comprehensive marriage
preparation weekend for
engaged couples rooted in
virtues as well as the Theology
of the Body. The program
incorporates rich Catholic
theology with sound psychology. Also available in Spanish.
Upcoming Joy-Filled
Marriage Weekend Dates
in 2015:
March 7 – 8
July 11 – 12
September 19 – 20
November 14 – 15
Contact Socorro at:
struchan@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or via phone at:
269-903-0199 or visit:
www.diokzoo.org/joyfilledmarriage

Advertise in
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Young artists can win prizes with diocesan
“The Family Fully Alive” contest
Flex your artistic muscles and win
prizes. The deadline is February 15,
2015 to send in your art, writing,
music or video for the Student Contest, reflecting the theme, “The Family
Fully Alive.” How is your family
“fully alive” in the faith? or how do
you wish your family to become “fully
alive”? Tell us your stories of family
faith in a poem, painting, song or short
video. This is your chance to win one
of several prizes including “educational scholarships” donated by the Knights of Columbus. For complete contest rules call
Socorro at 269-903-0199 or visit:www.diokzoo.org/domesticchurch.

All ages brave the cold to “March for Life”
By Sarah DeMott
On Saturday, January 17, close to 100 people of all ages from all over the diocese braved
windy Michigan weather to make the journey from St. Thomas More Parish to Planned
Parenthood in Kalamazoo. The second “Diocesan March for Life” was a time of reflection
as the marchers were greeted with honks of support, and some of protest. Upon arriving at
Planned Parenthood, participants prayed a rosary for an end to abortion, a culture that
respects life and peace.
Groups from Hackett Catholic Prep, Lake Michigan Catholic High School and several
other local groups travelled to the nation’s capitol to join with hundreds of thousands to
commemorate the Roe v. Wade decision on January 22nd and to peacefully rally for an end to
abortion. Even Pope Francis reached out in solidarity to the March for Life efforts, tweeting
“Every Life is a Gift. #marchforlife”.

Pictued above: Parishioners
from across the Diocese join
Bishop Bradley on the trek from
St. Thomas More Parish to
Planned Parenthood on Jan.
17th in solidarity with
national March for Life
activities. Close to 100 people
marched and prayed for an end
to abortion.
Pictured middle: Students from
Hackett Catholic Prep and Lake
Michigan Catholic High School
traveled to Washington D.C.
on Jan. 22nd to join
hundreds of thousands
during the March for Life.
Pictured right: Upon
arriving at Planned
Parenthood, parishioners
were peaceful witnesses,
holding a message
defending the sanctity
of life for passerbys to see.
The group prayed the
rosary for an end to
abortion and a resurgence
of respect for life at all
stages.
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